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 Newsletter of Lake Yosemite Sailing Association                        May 2015 

 
 

Sunday Brunch Series, Race #5 
March 1, 2015  -  Oakland Yacht Club 

 
 
 
 
Top: Lee Andersen's Merit 25 
"Villain" (Crew: Dan Aleman, Dave Aleman, 
Steve Leonard, Rachel Hadley). Top mark. 
Hard N Fast (purple spinnaker) and Villain 
directly behind. 
 

 
Left:  Tim Harden's Merit 25 "Hard N 
Fast" (Crew: Mike Strealy, Jacob Harden). 
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Lake Yosemite 

Sailing Association 
P.O. Box 3994 

Merced, CA 95340 
 

 

Club Officers 
 

Commodore: Peggy Larson 
(209) 201-1143 

plarson@transcountytitle.com 
 

Vice Commodore: Jay Sousa 
(209) 617-1384 

Jay.sousa@sbcglobal.net 
 

Past Commodore: Suzanne Johnson 
(559) 776-9467 

wannie1957@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary: Chris Martin 
(209) 384-8640 

chrissybea@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer: Diane Sousa 
(209) 723-1832 

dsousa@smithandstappcpas.com 
 

Port Captain: John Larson 

c5chiefmate@yahoo.com 
 

House Captain: Thom Grimaldi 
(209) 617-2115 

thomagrim@sbcglobal.net 
 

Cruise/Social Captain: Matt Loeffler 
(209) 357-7049 

brigittematt@comcast.net 
 

Racing Captain: Dennis Wainwright 
(209) 769-6302 

dcwranch@icloud.com  

 
 

Submissions: 
Deadline is the 22nd of each month. 
Submit with LYSA in the Subject Line 

to Chris Martin: 
chrissybea@comcast.net 

We might not have much water in the lake, but we 
still know how to have a great time.  The chili cook 
Off was well attended, the food was yum and it’s al-
ways good to see our friends.  Thank you Matt for 
putting it on and for everyone that participated, let’s 
do it again next year!  

The attendance at our general meeting was not quite 
as good as the chili cook off but we were done in 
less than an hour and on a whole it was a positive 
meeting.  For all of you who didn’t attend here’s a 
brief summary with more detail by each Board Mem-
ber in the remainder of the newsletter.  Diane Sousa 
was there even though it was the eve of April 
15th.  She did have a well deserved glass of wine in 
her hand but she wasn’t going back to the of-
fice.  Diane presented the Treasurer’s report and all 
looked good.  Jay Sousa brought up a fun idea for 
our Thursday nights when we won’t be sailing that I 
am sure he will be talking about so stay 
tuned!  Thom Grimaldi is working on a sign for the 
yard and continues to make sure the house is in 
good order, even when it smells!!  Chris Martin is al-
ways running from one meeting to another but made 
it in the nick of time but had nothing to re-
port.  Suzanne Johnson talked about the next couple 
of meetings being important for the planning of the 
shrimp feed and hopes we will have a strong turnout 
and she has tickets to hand out to all the mem-
bers.  John Larson stated the docks are almost com-
pleted and that the work was going quite well. Matt 
Loeffler brought us all up to date on the junior sailing 
as well as the success of the chili cook off. 

See you at the Lake and hopefully at the next meet-
ing!  

Commodore 

Peggy Larson 

Membership Meeting 
Join us at the Clubhouse 

on Tuesday, May 12th 

6:30 pm Potluck Social 
7:00 General Membership Meeting 

Bring a dish to share and your favorite beverage. 
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Vice Commodore 

Jay Sousa 

It will seem a little strange this year without our Regatta. 

Hopefully we will enjoy other fun at the Lake in May! 

Just a reminder that our Shrimp Feed is coming up on 

Saturday, June 27, 2015. Soon you will be receiving 4 

tickets in the mail for your own purchase or sale. It is 

NOT mandatory that you either purchase and/or sell all 

4 tickets. However, more ticket sales means more reve-

nue for the Club. Also, it means that many more people 

will be attending our very special annual event. The 

more the merrier!! 

We will also need volunteers to help with set-up, clean 

up, decorating, ticket collection and sales, food prep, 

raffle, etc.  Please also be thinking about an item to do-

nate to our raffle. 

A belated “Happy Birthday” to Craig Anderson! 

See you at the next General Membership meeting on 
Tuesday May 12th. 

Past Commodore 

Suzanne Johnson 

Here it is the first of May already!  
In a “normal” year, if there is such a thing with this group, 
we would be seeing a few of the early birds with boats in 
our lake. We would be hearing talk of  “ I need to get 
some paint on the old bottom soon”. We would be hear-
ing “I still need crew for the summer”. We would be hear-
ing “ I really need to get a new main to be able to beat (fill 
in the blank)__________”. 
Well it is not a normal year to be sure. But it is not all 
doom and gloom either. Our clubhouse is still as awe-
some as ever a place to hang out on a warm spring or 
summer evening.  Sail camp looks like it may still happen 
with some of the smaller boats. Despite some rumors to 
the contrary it looks like we may be able to sail some 
small boats as long as we can launch them by hand. Past 
Commodore Suzanne is doing a great job planing our an-
nual all you can eat shrimp feed on Saturday June 27th.  
Tickets for this great event have been printed so please 
consider buying some or selling them to friends and fam-
ily.  
The club voted recently to spend a couple hundred bucks 
to buy some lawn games like croquet, volleyball and 
bocce ball. I will be going shopping for these games soon 
and hope club members will come out and get some 
friendly competition going! 
Traditionally we have held an “Opening day on the Lake” 
party at the club. In the past this was a great day for club 
members to help each other raise masts and launch boats 
with a BBQ afterwards. This year we will be having an 
“Opening day in the Yard” party on Sunday, May 17th. The 
event kicks off at 3 with yard games, prices, maybe some 
small boat fun if conditions allow and a chicken BBQ at 
6PM. The cost for the event is only $5.00 and we do ask 
club members to bring a side dish to share and their own 
beverage of choice. I will be getting more info out via 
email and our Facebook page soon. 
The clubhouse is still available for private functions for 
club members and is nice as a venue as there is in 
Merced, even with a lower than normal lake. Remember 
that you have to reserve the clubhouse in advance. You 
can do this on the club website, lakeyosemitesailing.org. 
Recently we had the pleasure of attending Craig Ander-
sen’s 60th Birthday bash at the club. What a great night of 
new and old friends, a great band and a great meal. If you 
missed it make sure to say happy 60th to Craig, as I am 
sure he will be celebrating all summer long!  
The heart and soul of our club is our members. The water 
may be gone this summer, but we all remain! 

Port Captain 

John Larson 

Ahoy to all, 

 

The berths arrr completed at this time.  It’s safe to walk 

out and enjoy the sun, moon and stars above. 

 

There will be some fine tuning here and there, but all in 

all they are sound to amble about on.  Just a reminder 

though, it’s a hard landing if you go over the 

side.  Mother earth, rocks, packed sand and dried clay 

just make for injuries so be careful if you stroll the deck 

of the berths and stay onboard. 

 

Port Captain John Larson, LYSA 

Master Mariner, USMM (Ret)  
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Secretary 

Chris Martin 

LYSA Membership Meeting Call to Order:  A regular 
meeting of the LYSA Membership was held on April 14, 
2015. The meeting convened at 7:05 pm, Commodore 
Peggy Larson presiding. A sign-in sheet was circulated. 
Thirteen members attended. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes were read by Chris Martin. Corrections: The date in the heading is incorrect. 
Motion: Moved by Matt to approve minutes with the correction, seconded by Peg. Motion carried. 
 
Reports - Actions - Discussions:  Commodore, Peggy Larson: Welcomed members to the meeting. Invited Board / 
Committee Members to report.   
 
Treasurer, Diana Sousa:  
Communications:  Budget report distributed and reviewed. 81% of members have paid, 77% of slips are paid. 
 
Vice Commodore, Jay Sousa: 

Jay suggested that we continue meeting at the Lake and incorporate activities that don’t involve water. Possible 
activities were discussed. Peg suggested we could also meet at a venue away from the Lake. Jay would like to 
continue the Thursday night tradition. Events should be promoted. 

 
House Captain, Thom Grimaldi:  
Improvements – We have 57 chairs. We need to purchase more. Metal, nautical themed, stackable chairs for $16 each. 
Folding chairs at Costco are $10. We have 21 Tables. New tables are $120 each. Motion Thom, Second Matt to buy 
blue metal chairs from Lowe’s. 

Flag pole – project to be started soon. 
Discussion – the yard looks great. Points raised: weeding the flower beds before the shrimp feed, cleaning out the 

garage, making an inventory of what we have. Thom mentioned cleaning up the Latitude magazines. 
 

Secretary, Chris Martin: 
Jeanie and Jimmy Schreiber and Tim Packwood requested a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed to them. Peg 

asked to have newsletter posted on the board. 
 

Cruise and Social Captain, Matt Loeffler: 
Events: Chili cookoff: Ryan Schwartz 1st place, Chrissy Wainwright 2nd and 3rd place. 

Saturday, December 12 is open – Christmas Dinner. Matt has the application to reserve the F&G building. 
Cost is $550 ($150 deposit, $400 rental). 

 
Jr. Sailing Committee, Matt Loeffler: 

Temporary floating dock with hinges for Jr. Sailing. Docks left where they are and the fingers will be moved around. 
Brackets hung on the outside of the dock. John asked for a drawing. Matt stated he would draw it up. 

Forms updated and on the website. 
Safety boat – 14 ft. aluminum boat 

 
Racing Captain, Dennis Wainwright:  

Dennis was not in attendance. Darrell reported on racing events (and placed info on the bulletin board): 

(Continued on page 5) 

Lake Yosemite Sailing Association 
(LYSA) 

MINUTES 

Membership and Board Meetings 

Meeting Date: April 14, 2015 
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2 weeks ago Darrell raced at Lake Washington, one design. Lasers, Lido 14s and Sunfish. Last week, Lee, 
Steve and Darrell raced, finished 3rd. 

This week, Folsom Camelia Cup – Chris Miller will sail along with Darrell. 
 

Past Commodore, Suzanne Johnson:  Suzann mentioned Steve Galeria’s email regarding the Camelia Cup. 
Regatta:  Suzanne reminded Membership that the Regatta has been cancelled. 
Shrimp Feed:  Points discussed: the price of shrimp has come down; T-shirt design – Opinion that with cost of meal 

and raffle, t-shirts might not sell; Asked those present to donate to raffle; Tickets will be mailed to members 
along with a letter, requirement to either sell or buy them. (8 is a Table, $180, save $20). 

 
Port Captain, John Larson: 

First pier on the right is completed. Vertical structures are on. Second pier is nearly completed. Floating dock 
changes need to be presented to the Board for approval. Thom asked for an additional support be added at the 
end of the fingers of the floating docks to help stabilize it. 

Gazabo later, after dock is completed. 
 

Commodore, Peggy Larson: 
Committee / Board Members were thanked, especially Diane taking the evening off to attend the meeting. Jay’s 

ideas regarding games /events, Thom: house improvements and chairs, Chris attending, Matt: chili cookoff and 
Jr. sailing & events to get us through the dry spell. Dennis: helped with welding on the docks, Suzanne: difficult 
year in light of water. We need to support Suzann and the shrimp feed. 

 
Old Business:   
Item - Peg: a Member raised the concern that we are violating the contract with the county by not refunding money. 
Discussion:  John is doing a terrific job repairing the docks while the water is low. Members are not required to pay. 
They can choose to not pay their slip fees. Members will still have the slip, they just can’t use it. This item was dis-
cussed at the previous general meeting. Peg will be in communication with the County. They have turned the dock to 
LYSA to manage.  Action: None. 
 
New Business:  
John Derby is back in town. He is interested in small boat racing. Asked to say hello to everyone. 
Jay: Dennis posted information regarding Love Merced, a community-wide volunteer day where people engage in a 
variety of projects including work at Lake Yosemite. LYSA Members and community members can register online and 
participate in the clean up. 
 
The Good of the Order: - Craig Anderson’s 60th birthday 4/25/15 4 to 10 pm at the clubhouse. 
 
Adjournment:   The next LYSA General Membership meeting will be held Tuesday, May 12, 2015. Potluck at 6:30 pm, 
Meeting at 7:00 pm. 
Motion: Moved by Jay to adjourn, and seconded by Thom. Motion carried. Membership meeting was adjourned at 
7:59. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
LYSA Board Meeting Call to Order:  A regular meeting of the LYSA Board was scheduled to be held on April 7, 2015. 
The meeting was cancelled due to lack of agenda items. 
 
The next LYSA Board Meeting will be held Tuesday, May 5, 2015. 7:00 pm. 
 
 
________________________________   _____________________________ 
Secretary       Date of Approval 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Attorney Services of Merced 
Edward A. Dietz 

209.383.3233 Office@82LSN.com 

Local Counties: Merced - Madera - Stanislaus - San Joaquin - Mariposa 

833 W. 22nd Street, Merced - www.82LSN.com 

Statewide & National Service 

Process Service, Small Claims, 

Evictions & More 

 Cruise/Social Capt. 

Matt Loeffler 

2015 Calendar of Events 
 
May 
7 LYSA Thursday Night Summer Series Begins 
16-17 LYSA Spring Regatta— CANCELLED 
17 LYSA Opening Day 
30  Jack & Jill Race 
 
June 
20 Dick Gardener One Design 
27  Open House/Shrimp Feed 
TBA  Delta Doo Dah.  This will be mid-June; we want to coin-

 cide with the Isleton Blues Festival 
 
July 
4 Independence Day Potluck BBQ & Fun Sail, Dinner 6 PM 
11-12 High Sierra Regatta, small boat at Huntington Lake 
18  Dick Gardener One Design 
18-19 High Sierra Regatta, large boat at Huntington Lake 
TBA Special Needs Sailing Day 
 
August 
8 Dick Gardener One Design 
 
September 
5-7 Delta trip 
12 Dick Gardener One Design 
 
October  
6-12 Fleet Week SF Bay 
10-12 Monterey Trip 
24 Halloween End of Year Party / Election / Dinner / Awards 
 
December 
12 Christmas Party (depending Fish and Game building) 
 
January 
1 Frostbite Regatta 

Hello All, 

Just a quick note today, I was getting ready to write this 

and we had some disturbing events happen in our lives.  

The Chili Cook-Off was a lot of fun.  We had 6 different 

chilis, a bunch of different cornbreads, and desserts that 

were even better.  First place awards went to Ryan 

Schwartz, Chrissy and Dennis won both 2nd and 3rd place 

by votes.  Personally I don’t know how the judges were 

able to come up with a winner, all the chilies were terri-

fic. 

Coming up on Sunday, May 17th is our Open House.  I 

know that there will be water issues, but we will be there.  

I’ll get there in the afternoon and get a BBQ going.  Nor-

mally this is an occasion for putting boats in and relaxing 

in the yard, but since boats won’t be going in let’s just 

have some relaxing.  

Reminder 
LYSA t-shirts, hats and burgees 

are available for purchase. 

Contact Thom Grimaldi 

to get yours! 
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1977 Chrysler 22 
 

Pop Top, Swing Keel. Honda 8 hp 4 Stroke Out-
board (1992). Main Sail, six assorted Jibs and Spin-

naker (not shown). EZ Loader Galvanized Trailer 
(1985), Bimini & assorted covers, stereo, many up-
grades & extras, overall in very good dry working 

condition, well cared for. $6,000 OBO. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To make an offer or questions, call 
Amy@ (209) 769-9117 or  

Tim @ (209) 722-5239 hm or (209) 617-3369 (cell). 

Hello from Junior Sailing, 

Good news, we already have 5 or 6 kids signed up for Sail 

Camp this year.  Yes it does look like we will be able to 

have something going.  There has been a lot of discussion 

at the Facebook page about if boats will be allowed on 

the lake or not.  People were saying the sheriff’s depart-

ment wanted boats off.  Brigitte contacted the Sheriffs 

and they said, not the problem isn’t with them, but with 

MID.  Brigitte next contacted MID and they said their is-

sue was getting the boats in and out, so long as we can 

get the boats in and out by hand, i.e. with our little hand 

trucks that we use anyway, we will be OK.  So it looks like 

we are ON. 

 Junior Sailing 

Matt Loeffler Opening 
Day At 
Lake 

Yosemite 
 

3 pm 
Games and Prizes 

Some small boat sailing* 
 

6 pm 
Chicken BBQ 

Bring a side to share 
and 

your own beverage 
 

Cost is just $5 per person! 

 
 

Please RSVP jay.sousa@sbcglobal.net 
no later that Friday the 15th at noon. 

 
*Sailing depending on conditions 
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23’ Venture/MacGregor 
“Will O The Whisp” 

Job transfer forces sale. Cutter Rigged, Swing Keel, 
New Gel Coat ($3000 spent), New wiring. Includes 

2 jibs, main, restored and repainted trailer. $4200 or 
best offer. Jon 559-217-6222 

 
 

 

 

Windmill #821 Second Wind 

Built by Jimmy Haugen, Minneapolis MN 1964 
Since I acquired her in 2008, the following has been 
done: New Okoume marine plywood bottom,sides, 
thwarts and full length air tanks added. New dag-

gerboard, almost complete re-rigging, mast spread-
ers, whisker pole launcher, new North Sails 2011. 
$1100.  Fixer upper trailer available at no charge. 

Darrell Sorensen,  (209) 233-9799 
 

Buccaneer 18'  

Just refurbished and ready to race. Main, jib and  

trailer. $1,575.00 Dave Mosher 559 673 2344 cell 

559-240-9003. 

Also, a Capri 14.2 that is ready to go. 


