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Newsletter of Lake Yosemite Sailing Association                                         May 2014 

Dro
ught! 

Lake McCLure 

Folsom Lake 

Historic low water levels at many California reservoirs will 

certainly impact our sailing this year, but (more importantly) 

it will impact our economy and many our friends and neigh-

bor’s livelihoods. Do your best to conserve water this year! 

Huntington Lake 
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Lake Yosemite 

Sailing Association 
P.O. Box 3994 

Merced, CA 95340 

 

Commodore: Suzanne Johnson 

(559) 776-9467 

wannie1957@yahoo.com 

Vice Commodore: Peggy Lawler 

(209) 201-1143 

plawler@transcountytitle.com 

Past Commodore: Mike Strealy 

(209) 485-4961 

mstrealy@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary: Ian Cooke 

(209) 769-3802 

icooke@transcountytitle.com 

Treasurer: Diane Sousa 

(209) 723-1832 

dsousa@smithandstappcpas.com 

House Captain: Linda Sorensen 

(559) 665-2690 

sorensenwoodcraft@yahoo.com 

Cruise/Social Captain: Matt Loeffler 

(209) 357-7049 

brigittematt@earthlink.net 

Racing Captain: Jerry Johnson 

(559) 776-9429 

jerry374j@sbcglobal.net 

Port Captain: Vacant 

Submissions: 

Deadline is the 22nd of each month. 

Submit to Mike Strealy: 

mstrealy@sbcglobal.net 

   Kate Middleton and Prince William went head to head in a 
friendly sail boat race in New Zealand's Auckland Harbor. 
Each sailing 80 foot sloops, Kate came out ahead in both rac-
es. The Duchess was sailing a former training boat for Team 
New Zealand. While Prince William joined a crew in NZL 41, 
which previously raced under the Japanese flag in the Louis 
Vuitton series. Although disappointed, Prince William was 
happy that at least his wife was happy. 
   If only we could get Kate to participate in our upcoming 
Jack and Jill race! 
   On another note, there was a tragic accident at the Se-
quoia Yacht Club (22miles south of San Francisco) during 

their first beer can race of the sea-
son on April 16,2014. A boat with 4 
crew (including the skipper) got 
entangled with channel marker 
five which caused a subsequent 
dismasting. The mast fell directly 
into the cockpit severely injuring 
two of the crew, one of who sub-
sequently died. The other injured 
crew was expected to recover. 
   With our racing and sailing sea-

son soon approaching, please make certain that your boats 
are properly tuned and safely equipped for any situation. 
Please be safe out there! 
   We are expecting a good turn out for our May 17-18 Re-
gatta. Hope to see our regular Thursday night racers out 
there competing with the out of towers. Let's show them 
what talent we have. If not racing, we need volunteers for 
registration, race committee, food, etc. Also, we need club 
members to bring one raffle prize. We can make a lot of 
money with our raffles. 
   The season will be upon us very soon. The water situation 
will make it interesting but we will get through it. We have a 
great group out at LYSA. Let's have some fun!!!! 

Commodore 

Suzanne Johnson 

Nervous first time skipper…” Do yachts like this sink 
very often?” 
“No, usually it's only once!” 
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Vice Commodore 

Peggy Lawler 

   It's that time of the year where we are all start feeling the 

need to sail and hopefully we'll have plenty of water to do 

that with.  I won't be there for Opening Day but I sure hope 

everyone has a great time.  See you on the 8th! 

Shrimp Feed Tickets 

Are Here! 

 

 
 

 

The Open House and All You Can Eat Shrimp 

Feed is June 21st. Contact Mike or any board 

member to get your tickets 

early. Be sure and get some 

for your friends too!  Help 

make this year’s event the 

BEST ever! 

State Grants MID Authority to Divert Additional 

Irrigation Water From Lake McClure  

Plan Has Multiple Benefits  

MERCED, CA – Following three months of intense effort and 

negotiations, Merced Irrigation District has received authori-

ty to increase releases from Lake McClure by 30,000 acre 

feet for the benefit of water supply and Merced River fisher-

ies.  

Under a complex arrangement with state agencies, MID 

growers will receive an additional 25,000 acre feet of water 

this year. The remaining 5,000 acre feet will be released 

down the Merced River to assist out-migrating juvenile Chi-

nook salmon and resident trout.  

MID normally cannot divert water from Lake McClure for 

irrigation after the reservoir has fallen to 115,000 acre feet, 

or “minimum pool.” MID expects the reservoir to reach its 

minimum pool in the coming months. The California Fish and 

Wildlife Service supported MID’s petition to drawdown Lake 

McClure to 85,000 acre feet. As part of the comprehensive 

water management plan, fishery agencies encouraged 5,000

-acre-feet of water be released down the Merced River to 

assist the Chinook salmon and trout.  

Once that water has benefited the fish in the Merced River, 

it will be used downstream by Santa Clara Valley Water Dis-

trict and San Luis Water District. MID will receive $5 million 

in compensation from the end-use water sale. That revenue 

will help offset a $10.6 million shortfall MID faced this year 

as a result of having insufficient water supplies.  

“Given the critical and unprecedented drought we’re facing, 

this is outstanding news. This is water management at its 

best,” said MID General Manager John Sweigard.  

Hicham Eltal, MID Deputy General Manager, added: “MID 

growers will receive additional water; the district will recoup 

a portion of revenue lost to the drought; salmon will receive 

a ‘pulse flow’ for migration; resident trout will see cooler 

water temperatures later in the summer; and a small por-

tion of water will provide significant benefit to other water-

users in the state without adequate supply.”  

The District began requesting regulatory relief for Lake 

McClure the day that Gov. Jerry Brown declared a State of 

Emergency from the drought, Jan. 17.  

Following months of discussions with numerous state agen-

cies – and obtaining support from the state department of 

Fish and Wildlife – on April 22 the State Water Resources 

Control Board granted the district’s request for the water 

management actions.  

“This drought has caused plenty of difficulty for MID grow-

ers,” said MID’s Sweigard. “MID staff have continued to fight 

this battle and work with key stakeholders. Today, we were 

able to deliver a package with multiple victories. As this irri-

gation season unfolds, we’ll continue to do everything possi-

ble to assist our growers.”  



4 

Past Commodore 

Mike Strealy 

   I was a little disappointed today. As of May 1 we have 
only 3 pre-registered LYSA boats for the Regatta. Remem-
ber, we base our trophy count on pre-registrations (also 
dinners, lunch, etc). In case you have reservations because 
of the water level, we have been assured by MID that we 
will have a full lake for our Regatta. I will be at the lake this 
weekend so you can sign up when you come to the Opening 
Day BBQ.  
   I will also have plenty of Open House/Shrimp Feed tickets 
available for you this weekend. Be sure and get some for 
yourself and your friends and family. On the subject of 
Open House, we still need raffle donations. I’d like to see 
every member bring something for the raffle. Remember, 
we use the funds raised at our events for all of the club 
improvements like the house renovations and the new con-
crete. Every bit helps. 
   As you all probably know, due to the vacant Port Captain 
position, I am taking on those duties. Things went very 
smoothly with the slip assignments and I would like the 
same for the rest of this season. There are a few things I 
would like to remind everyone (again): 

 When you bring your boat to the lake to launch, take 
your trailer home with you. DO NOT leave it at the 
lake. There is no room at the club and we absolutely 
can not have it left in the parking lot. 

 Be sure and have both your current registration sticker 
AND your Merced County annual pass sticker on your 
boat BEFORE you put it in the water. Trust me when I 
say we will hear about it if you don’t. (Then you will 
hear about it) 

 We did a lot of work under the docks this year but 
there is just a little bit left to take care of with regard to 
dock boards and such. Remember that LYSA has a con-
tract with the County of Merced to administer the 
docks. Any dock question or concern should be di-
rected to us. Any contact with the County will just be 
referred to us. So keep that in mind. Thanks everyone! 

2014 

Spring Regatta 

May 17-18 

2 Days of Racing! 

Saturday Night BBQ Dinner! 

 

Notice of Race and Entry Forms 

are available at: 

www.lakeyosemitesailing.org 

Race Captain 

Jerry Johnson 

   Well it looks like racing season is on us. The first race is 

May 8th. It is going to be an interesting season with water 

levels changing every week if not 

every day this season. Let’s be 

careful and have fun and make 

sure you have a life jacket on 

board for every member of your 

crew. On May 8th I plan to have a 

short meeting before we race, we 

also need everyone to sign in be-

fore racing. The first race will be 

Tequila night with free Margaritas after the race. I look for-

ward to seeing you all at the lake. 
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Secretary 

Ian Cooke 

Minutes from previous meetings . . . 

Board Meeting - Called to order 6:43 

Treasure: Diane Souza- We are currently at 68 members and 
are expecting 5 more to sign up.  All slips have been paid and 
there are still 16 prime slips available.  Please contact Mike 
Strealy if you are looking for a slip for the season.  

Vice Commodore: Peg Lawler- None 

House Captain: Linda Sorensen- The fence is now fixed and 
ready to be painted.  Linda will be putting together a 
painting party ASAP, please contact her if you are interested 
in helping.  

-There is also a new bulletin board up in the house, please 
feel free to post as you see fit.  

Secretary: Ian Cooke-None 

Cruise/Social Captain: Matt Loeffler/Ryan Schwartz: Chili 
cook off was a success.  Congratulations to Linda Rybka on 
winning first place.  

Please come out to our opening day event on May 3rd.  It will 
e $5 a person. 

Race Captain: Jerry Johnson: Looking for race committee 
anyone interested please contact Jerry directly. 

-Please contribute a desert or gift for the regatta raffle.  

Jr. Sailing: Brigitte Loeffler: Junior sailing is up and running! 
We already have kids signed up.  The information and regis-
tration is on the LYSA website.  

Past Commodore: Mike Strealy: The Regatta is just around 
the corner and we need members to come out and partici-
pate this year.  Each board member will be bringing a quality 
raffle prize. If you would like to donate a raffle item, please 
contact Mike. 

 If you can’t make it out to the regatta to race, come out and 
join us for dinner and support LYSA. The event is May 17th 
and 18th.  

Port Captain: Mike Strealy: Thank you to Dennis Wain-
wright who has done all the updates and repairs to the 
docks.  

Old Business:  

-The house improvements have been completed.  There is a 
new sidewalk from the front of the house to the back and it 
looks great! Thanks for VC Concrete and Davin Mosher. 

 -The Open house planning is on track.  All board members 
have tickets to sell if anyone is looking to buy tickets.  Jay 
Souza will be promoting this event.  Thank you Jay! 

New Business: 

Members have expressed they are unhappy with two 
meetings a month.  The board has tabled this discussion and 
will be discussed at the general membership meeting. 

-Peg Lawler suggested we do more outreach to gain mem-
bership.  Tabled for discussion at the general membership 
meeting.  

Adjourned 7:33pm 

General Membership meeting - called to order at 7:03pm 

See reports above. 

Old Business: 

Regatta and Shrimp feed are our two biggest events of the 
year.  Please come out and participate.  If you can’t sail in 
the regatta, please come out to dinner! 

-The race packets for the regatta are being put together.  
Darrel Sorensen will be doing the trophies this year.  Peg 
has volunteered to get entertainment for the evening, ei-
ther a live band or DJ.  All t-shirts and hats have been or-
dered 

Open House tickets are now available for sale.  Please con-
tact a board member if you are interested.  

New Business:  

Mike Strealy has offered to bring back the new member 
orientation so that new members can become more familiar 
with LYSA.  This should help with retaining members from 
year to year. 

Linda Sorensen suggested we put up a no trespassing sign 
on the docks due to kids playing them. 

Adjourned 8:00pm 
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Cruise/Social Capt. 

Matt Loeffler/Ryan Schwartz 

SCHEDULE FOR 2014 
(Always a work in progress, see the online calendar 

For updates throughout the year) 
 

JANUARY 
1  Frostbite Regatta & Chowder Fest  
 
MARCH 
15 St Patty’s Dinner (Corned Beef and Cabbage) 
 
APRIL 
5 3rd Annual Chili Fest 
10-13 Strictly Sail Pacific (Bay) 
27 SF Opening Day Week end cruise (Bay) 
 
MAY 
3  LYSA Opening Day 
8  LYSA Thursday Night Summer Series Begins 
17-18 LYSA Spring Regatta (Welcoming Friday 16th) 
31 Jack & Jill Race (Woman Skippered) 
 
JUNE 
21 Open House/Shrimp Feed 
28  One Design: Dick Gardner Race #1 of 4 
 
JULY 
4  Independence Day Potluck BBQ & Fun Sail 
19 One Design: Dick Gardner Race #2 of 4 
19-20 High Sierra Regatta (Keel Boats) 
 *Maybe Plan a cruise to coincide with the HSR 
26 Special Needs Sailing Day 
 
AUGUST 
16  One Design: Dick Gardner Race #3 of 4 
?? Racer’s Dinner  
 
SEPTEMBER 
20 One Design: Dick Gardner Race #4 of 4 
 
OCTOBER 
4  Octoberfest/End of Season Awards 
 & Election Dinner 
25  Halloween Costume Theme Party 
 
NOVEMBER 
7-10 Cruise: Monterey Bay  
 
DECEMBER 
 6 Lighted Sailboat Parade in the Bay 
13 LYSA Christmas Party  

Hello all, 

   I would like to thank everyone that attended the Chili 

cook off  We had a good group of people, and a 7 great 

batches of chili, as well as 3 different cornbread plates, a 

batch of enchiladas, and salads.   

Linda Rybka was this year’s first place winner with a won-

derful chili. 

   I’d also like to remind everyone that our “Opening Day” 

celebration is right around the corner on the 3rd of May.  

Now normally the opening day week end is filled with peo-

ple dropping their boats which I don’t think we will have a 

lot of.  I’m planning on going out on a laser or El Toro if 

time permits.  Please come to the lake anyway. 

   As added incentive we will be having a “Cookie Bake Off”.  

Bring your favorite cookie, we are planning on having prizes 

for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners.   

   For dinner we will be having a potluck for sides and the 

club will provide BBQ ribs, and pulled chicken with a side of 

baked beans.  We will start the fire at noon and get the ribs 

on ASAP. It takes a while to cook these so expect them to 

be done 2:30 or 3. Remember, as with all events we ask for 

a $5 donation to help defray the cost of food we provide. 

   Also in May will be the Jack and Jill Race put on by Darrell.  

I’ll get back to you with more information about that too. 

Thanks 

Matt and Ryan.  

Linda Rybka shows off her prize for her first place chili at 

this year’s ChiliFest. Great job Linda! 
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MacGregor 25 
Ready to join the LYSA MacGregor 25/26 fleet. Always 
dry sailed. New interior with 4" cushions, galley, head, 
Honda 7.5, Doyle racing main and genoa, stock jib New 
breaker panel and interior lights, cockpit cushions and 
more. $5,200.00 Dave Mosher 559 673 2344 cell 559-
240-9003 

Buccaneer 18'  
Just refurbished and ready to race. Main, jib and rebuilt 
trailer. $1,350.00 Dave Mosher 559 673 2344 cell 559-
240-9003. 
Also, I have a Capri 14.2 that I am refitting and should 
be ready to sail in late March. 
 

Windrose 22 (1977) 
Includes trailer. New roller furling jib (never used); also 
storm and working jib; VHF marine radio; AM/FM radio; 
7.5 HP Johnson outboard motor; 2 danforth anchors. 
$2000/ obo. contact Dave Willson - 209-769-7553 

House Captain 

Linda Sorensen 

   April 5th was the 3rd Annual Chili Fest with eleven entries. 
Congratulations to our winner, Linda Rybka. Thanks to Matt 
& Ryan for a great job putting the cook-off together. 
   Heads UP – Someone beside our members have been us-
ing the LYSA dumpster to put their house hold garbage in it. 
One time there was an old dish washer in it. I went out to 
clean out the flower beds and there was no room in the 
dumpster to dispose of the clippings. This happened around 
April 17th and again April 22nd. 
   I've been trying to keep the tables and chairs that are out-
side clean for anyone that comes out to enjoy the evening so 
they can have a clean place to sit and eat. But when those 

geese see me leave, well you know the rest! I try☺. 
   Hope to see everyone May 3rd for Opening Day. 
See you around, 
Linda 
 

LYSA members enjoying all of the great chili entries during 

the ChiliFest. 


