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Newsletter of Lake Yosemite Sailing Association                                            May 2013 

Photos from the Chili Fest! 

9 Pots of Chili were en-

tered in the contest and 

over 30 people showed up 

to  enjoy the festivities.  

Craig Anderson took top 

honors this year, and was 

awarded the trophy by 

Brigitte Leoffler (left). 

Lower Right:  a sneak 

peak of the house renova-

tions! Come out to the lake 

to see it all! 
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Lake Yosemite 

Sailing Association 

P.O. Box 3994 

Merced, CA 95340 

 

Commodore: Mike Strealy 

(209) 485-4961 

mstrealy@sbcglobal.net 

Past Commodore: Thom Grimaldi 

(209) 384-3439 

thomagrim@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary: Ed Dietz 

(209) 628-8249 

eddietz42@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Diane Sousa 

(209) 723-1832 

dsousa@smithandstappcpas.com 

Port Captain: Tim Harden 

(209) 383-2631 

timharden5820@comcast.net 

House Captain: Jay Sousa 

(209) 617-1384 

jay.sousa@sbcglobal.net   

Cruise/Social Captain: Kathi Fournier 

(209) 947-3722 

kathi6280@yahoo.com 

Racing Captain: Darrell Sorensen 

(559) 665-2690 

sorensenwoodcraft@gmail.com 

 

Submissions: 

Deadline is the 22nd of each month. 

Submit to Ed Dietz (eddietz42@yahoo.com) 

Elizabeth Dietz, Editor 

Commodore 

Mike Strealy 

LYSA Sailing Season is here! I hope everyone is as excited 
as I am. As you read this the water should be up just 
enough to get our boats in the water.  Lots of fun stuff has 
been planned for the club this year so be sure and pay at-
tention to the calendar, emails, and evites so you don’t 
miss out on something. 

   If you stayed away from the club over the winter the first 
thing you will notice when you come out is the new securi-
ty/parking lot light. The light was purchased by the club 
but Best Electric of Merced donated the light pole. Tim 
Harden wired and installed the light and Mike Allen and 
his students finished up the wiring for it in the garage. It 
will be a great help for safety and security. 

   As you walk to the back patio you will also notice that we 
recently lost a tree. It was the one with the bent trunk. It 
came down during the most recent wind storm. It will af-
fect our shade on the patio somewhat but we were fortu-
nate that it did not do any damage when it came down. 
Thanks to Dennis Wainwright and Dave Mosher for the 
cutting and removal of the remains. 

   When you get to the clubhouse door and go in is where 
the fun begins. For the last month or so, members and 
contractors were busy transforming the clubhouse interior. 
New cabinets, counters, flooring, and paint completely 
changed the look of the kitchen. Doorways were opened up 
to create a much larger space for meetings and events. The 
bathroom was also stripped and rebuilt with all new 
plumbing, sink, and toilet, as well as the removal of the 
unused tub. 

   There were many members that worked at various times 
on the project and I would like to thank all of them. With-
out our members and their willingness to give their time 
we could not accomplish things like this. As I said there 
was much help but I would like to specifically point out the 
efforts of Dennis Wainwright, Tim Harden, Thom Grimal-
di, Darrell Sorensen, and Linda Sorensen. They all went 
above and beyond. Darrell and Linda did the finishing of 
the cabinets, painting and finish work. Dennis installed all 
of the cabinets, moldings, and did much of the demolition, 
and drywall work.  Tim of course took care of all of the 
electric work in the house. Many fixtures had to be moved 
or reinstalled after drywall was removed. Tim also installed 
all of the new (matching!) ceiling fans and light fixtures. 
Thom did a lot of the demolition and drywall work also. Be 
sure and thank them when you see them. 

   Additionally we were helped out in our renovation efforts 
by Big Foot Flooring, Cesar  A Rodas Flooring, Atwater 
Tile, Cory’s Plumbing, and Lowes.  
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Port Captain 

Tim Harden 

Very soon we will be launching our boats for 
another season of sailing and racing. Just a 
reminder that water levels this year are ex-
pected to fluctuate, much like they did last 
year. During the sailing season check your 
mooring lines often and keep an eye out for 
any problems with other boats. I will keep a 
slip holder diagram posted at the house. 
Contact me or the slip holder if you see any 
problems. Please check the water level and 
your slip for any missing mooring hardware 
before bringing your boat out the lake. As a 
courtesy to your fellow slip holders please do 
not put our boat in a slip that isn’t yours. 
Anyone interested in a DRY SAILING spot 
along the fence needs to contact me ASAP. 
We have a limited number of spots available 
for club members. If we have more names 
than spots we will have a lottery drawing. 
Please DO NOT park cars in front of the 
boats. We have plenty of parking in the main 
parking lot. Happy sailing. 

1. 

7. 6. 

5. 

4. 

3. 

2. 

Answers to last months 
“What do these flags mean?” 

1.  Change of course. 

2.  #2 

3.  Race abandoned, all races abandoned for the 
day. 
4. Individual recall, accompanied by one sound 
signal. 
5. #1 

6-Protest. 

7.  #3,  Or if shown as a flag, international, keep 
clear. Navy, do not cross my bow 

Treasurer 

Diane Sousa 

We are into May now and your membership 
dues should be paid by now. If you have not 
paid yours, please do so as soon as possible. 
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Secretary 

Ed Dietz 

Membership Meeting: 4/9/2013, 7:02-
8:50PM (As reported by Debbie Harden ) 

Minutes: Mike Strealy read the minutes from 
the 3/12/2013 meeting, which were approved. 

Reports – Actions – Discussions: 

Commodore, Mike Strealy… 

The Folsom Yacht Club event is scheduled for 
the April 20-21 weekend. 

Thom Grimaldi will not have a presence at 
the club this spring and summer due to some 
family issues. His duties as Past Commodore 
for the Regatta and Open House will need to 
be picked up by other members. 

Please respond to evites as Yes, No, or Maybe. 

Commented on the clubhouse renovation. 
Refer to old business in board minutes under 
LYSA Construction Project. 

Past Commodore, Thom Grimaldi… absent. 

Treasurer, Diane Sousa… 

Presented financial status of LYSA. 

Reported that as of this meeting there were 
59 paid memberships. 

House Captain, Jay Sousa… 

Need volunteers to clean the club house prior 
to the Chili Fest on 4/20/2013. 

Need volunteers to help reorganize and stock 
the new kitchen. 

Considering some way to date food items 
stored in the refrigerators. 

Dumpster situation: we now have a smaller 
dumpster but the cost has not been reduced.  
Diane will call the dumpster people to return 
our larger dumpster that has wheels. 

Port Captain, Tim Harden… Updating the 
marina move-wait slip holder list is in progress. 

Cruise & Social Captain, Kathi Fournier… 

Strictly Sail Pacific evites were mailed and 
free passes were distributed. 

Brigitte and Matt Leoffler will be running the 
Chili Fest. 

Halloween and Christmas decorations that 

are stored in the club house need to be safe-
guarded for reuse. 

Race Captain, Darrell Sorensen… 

Committee Boat: refer to old business in 
board minutes. 

Race Seminars are to be presented by Dave 
Mosher on 4/25 and 5/2 at 6:30PM in the 
club house. 

The Lido 14 that was scrapped has been re-
furbished by John Hargis and will be back in 
service at the club. 

Secretary, Ed Dietz… absent 

Old Business: None. 

New Business:  Nine issues presented by a 
Membership Guidelines Committee (Jay Sousa & 
Ed Dietz) were approved by the board. They were 
presented to the membership at this meeting be-
cause the bylaws are affected. They were ap-
proved. (MSP- closed) A list of these issues will 
be included in the newsletter and the bylaws will 
be updated. 

Good of the Order: Members with new boats 
are Dave Mosher (Merit 25), Kathi Brown-
Fournier (Catalina 25), Rich Kleitman 
(MacGregor 25), and Jerry & Suzanne Johnson 
(Catalina 30). 

Adjourned: 7:50PM 

 

Board Meeting: 4/9/2013, 7:50- 8:05PM 

Minutes: The board approved the minutes 
which were read at the membership meeting. 

Reports – Actions – Discussions: See mem-
bership minutes. 

Old Business: 

LYSA Construction Project: The club house 
renovation is going well, nearing completion, 
and has remained on budget. Thank you to 
Tim Harden, Debbie Harden, Dennis Wain-
wright, Darrell Sorensen, Linda Sorensen, 
and Thom Grimaldi for their efforts. (Open- 
Mike Strealy) 

Committee Boat Project: Painting is com-
plete and thanks to Tim Harden and John 
Hargis. The boat still needs viny lettering and 
the seat upholstered. (Open- Darrell 
Sorensen) 

Membership Guidelines Committee: The board 
and the membership approved nine 
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House Captain 

Jay Sousa 

The cold of winter has given way to sunny 
skies, water in the lake, a newly remodeled 
clubhouse….and sailing season! I want to 
give a big thanks to all of the club members 
that worked so hard to make our summer 
home away from home so much nicer with 
the great renovation of our clubhouse. If you 
have not seen the improvements you need to 
get out to the lake and check it out. Just a 
couple of words of caution though regarding 
the new countertops in the kitchen. Please, 
please do not cut or place hot objects on 
these new countertops as they can get dam-
aged very quickly. I just purchased several 
new cutting boards and trivets to cut on and 
to place hot objects on. Please use these in-
stead of the countertops! I also bought two 
new, very nice, high quality corkscrews. 
Please make sure that these stay in the club-
house after opening your bottle of wine. 

If you notice that we are getting low on paper 
products and house supplies please let me 
know so I can restock. Also, please keep in 
mind that if you use the clubhouse for a pri-
vate party you will need to bring your own 
supplies. Club paper products like plates, 
disposable silverware and cups are for club 
events. 

The refrigerators have been cleaned out and 
old food from several years has been discard-
ed. If you have leftovers from a private din-
ner please take them home, and remember 
never leave alcohol at the club. Also please 
wash all glasses, pots etc. and put everything 
back where you found it. 

Our opening weekend is just around the cor-
ner and I hope to see as many club members 
out on May 4th to celebrate the opening of 
another sailing season. 

Secretary’s Report continued… 

issues. (Closed- Ed & Jay) 

Dinghy Dry Storage on Side Yard: Tabled. 
(Open- Thom Grimaldi) 

Clubhouse Usage & Procedures Project: 
(Open- Jay Sousa) 

Guidelines for Advertising & Promoting: 
(Open- Jay Sousa) 

Brian Blagg’s TV Donation: (Open- Board) 

New Business: 

Sea Scout Sponsorship Program:  This was 
brought to the board by Rich Kleitman. The pro-
gram is for 14-20 year olds and was first created 
in the 1930-40s. It is considered an adventure 
program. The scouts are responsible for the ship. 
There is one program active right now in Stock-
ton. An O’Day 22 has been donated. There is a 
$40 fee per year for liability insurance. Rich will 
make that donation. The boat will be owned by 
the council and will need to get boat insurance. 
LYSA approves all volunteers before the BSA and 
then the criminal justice. To start, four adults 
and four youths are needed. Discussion about the 
impact on the Jr. Sailing program. The board 
agreed that it would be b est to have input from 
Matt and Brigitte. Tabled.  (Open- Board) 

For the Good of the Order: 

Tim Harden spoke about the winter/dry sailing. 
The end of winter storage is coming up and there 
are some issues about the dry sailing. It is for 
members only and the boats must go in the wa-
ter. It is not a dry summer storage area. With wa-
ter levels fluctuating, if you put your boat in the 
water, you need to come and check it out. 

Adjourned: 8:05PM 
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Lake Yosemite Annual Spring Regatta 

May 18-19, 2013 

Notice of Race and Entry Forms now available! 

Go to: www.lakeyosemitesailing.org/nor-and-entry.html 

LYSA announces sign-ups for 2013 Junior Summer Sail Camp 

Offering Four Sessions: July 8-12, July 15-19, July 22-26, July 29– August 2. 

Mini-camper sessions are from 9am-1pm. Basic/Advanced sessions are from 9am-4pm. 

Registration Fee: $125.00 for Mini-campers and $180.00 for Basic/Advanced 

Ask us about our scholarship program and member discount! 

Multiple siblings and/or multiple week sign-ups will receive a 15% discount off total price of 

camp. 

For more information contact Brigitte or Matt at (209) 357-7049. 
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Race Captain 

Darrell Sorensen 

Sailing season is here. In fact a few of us 
have been out on the lake with our boats al-
ready. The first session of the “Do You Have 
What it Takes to Win” sailing seminar was 
well attended with 28 members soaking in 
some of Dave Mosher's tips on getting your 
boat to sail faster. We made good use of the 
house remodel as some of the attendees 
were able to sit in the kitchen area and still 
get a good view of the screen & props. Dave 
did an unintended demonstration on keep-
ing an eye toward the top of your mast for 
any obstructions when his demo boat had a 
collision with the ceiling fan, but the damage 
was minor since the boat had a carbon fiber 
mast and Kevlar reinforced sails. 

Have you wondered why you can't get good 
race starts! Come this next Thursday's 5/2 
6:30 pm “Do You Have What it Takes to 
Win” and learn how go get good starts. 

The finishing touches are being done to the 
committee boat after its paint job and 
should be in the water for opening day. 

Cruise/Social Capt. 

Kathi Fournier 

Hello Fellow Sailors!   

  Opening Day at the Lake is finally upon us!  
Plan on coming out on Saturday May 4th for 
the celebration.  Members will be rigging, 
launching and sailing boats throughout the 
day.  And if you need help, there are mem-
bers that will be glad to lend a hand. Bring a 
picnic lunch to eat at the club after all the 
boats are on the water.  We will have hot 
grills if you’d like to BBQ too.  It’s always a 
fun day at the lake.  Meet new members! 
Bring your friends and take them sailing too!  

   Our 2nd Annual Chili Fest went well last 
month.  We had a great turnout with lots of 
chili and cornbread (8 entries in all).  Craig 
Anderson won First place with his Delicious 
Anderson Chili.  It just happened to also be 
his birthday.. what a celebration, Congratu-
lations and Happy Birthday Craig!  A special 
thanks to Brigitte for stepping in and facili-
tating the event for us, and she wants to es-
pecially thank Meghan Anderson and Linda 
Sorensen. Meghan’s creative expertise with 
the Award, and Linda for her hard work be-
fore, during and after the event.  Thanks 
goes out to all those attending, as well as all 
the others who helped  with the event (too 
many to mention).  And a very special thank 
you to Craig, whose idea inspired this event 
last year. It has proven to be a wonderful 
club event we shall continue through the 
years!  I want to encourage all members to 
come to your board with ideas.  

   Speaking of ideas.. I submitted an idea to 
Darrell, our Race Captain, to have a women 
inspired race. So Darrell has scheduled the 
Jack and Jill race, specifically for women 
and we will be holding it June 1st.  I wanted 
something to encourage the women in our 
club to come out and sail. Darrell has pro-
vided a simple and fun course to race. The 
woman must drive, with a male crew. This is 
a fun race, and I hope a lot of women will 
come out. Contact myself or Darrell if you 

are interested in signing up or need crew.  

  May is also our LYSA Regatta, and I hope 
we, as members of this great club will come 
out and participate in our own regatta.  The 
evenings are especially fun after the races. 
Friday night is a welcoming time for the out 
of town racers. Last year we sat around a fire 
pit, sang songs and told sailor lies.  A great 
weekend of racing, socializing and fun!!  
Please sign up and show your support.  Dis-
counts will apply for members signing up 
early. 

  Remember: Check the LYSA calendar fre-
quently on our website to see upcoming club 
events. lakeyosemitesailing.org.   

And Finally! See you on the lake! 
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There are a couple of major club events will 
be taking place in May and June. Our 
spring regatta, May 18th and 19th has en-
joyed much success each year. I hope we 
have more club members participate this 
year as it always shows well of the 
club sponsoring. If you choose not to race, 
we will be putting on a great BBQ Saturday 
night so plan on coming on out to the club. 
I’m going to need some help with certain 
tasks for the regatta so if you’re willing to 
help out please let Mike or I know. 

Secondly, our annual open house and shrimp 
feed will be held on June 29th. We need all 
club members to help out with this if you are 
able in order to make it a continuing success. 
Thawing shrimp, cooking, sail boat rides, 
and if you can  
please bring a raffle prize. The raffle is al-
ways a good fundraiser. If you know of a 
business or someone that can donate a prize 
we will be sure to recognize them during the 
raffle. 

Cya on the water!  Thom 

Race Captain, continued… 

Thursday evening races will be starting on 
May 9th. There are a couple changes for this 
year. You may have an alternate skipper for 
your boat. If you elect to have an alternate 
skipper, That person's name must be on your 
entry when you sign up at the beginning of 
the season. This way for any reason you are 
not able to attend your boat may be sailed by 
your alternate skipper and you will not be 
charged with a DNC. Also there will be a 
slight adjustment in start times. The new 
start times are: Spinnaker 6:30 pm, Center-
board 6:35 pm and Non-spinnaker 6:40 pm. 
Entry fee for the season is only $20. This is 
offset the cost of fuel for the committee boat, 
and other miscellaneous expenses. We will 
be taking entries on Opening Day May 4th. 
Please try to be a little be early on the 9th 
since we will still be taking entries and there 
will be a short skippers meeting before rac-
ing begins. 

Our annual regatta is coming up on May 18-
19. I urge all of our racers to enter. Non rac-
ers, we need your help too. There are a lot of 
duties to volunteer for, to make this a 
smooth running event. 

See you at the lake. 

  Past Commodore 

Thom Grimaldi 

FLAG PUZZLE: 
Who has been doing what, where & when. Also what are they wearing & drinking? 

Post your answer on the LYSA discussion forum. 
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INTERESTED IN CREWING? 
Crew needed for Thursday races. Experience de-
sired but, not necessary. Must be agile and mod-
erately strong. Potential for Regattas at other 
clubs this Summer and on San Francisco Bay 
next Winter. Steve Leonard, 209 722 8334, 
SLBIKSRF@SBCGLOBAL.NET. 
 
1981 MACGREGOR SAILBOAT 
22 Foot, extra sails and trailer, $3400. OBO. 
Tom Collins. 209-402-3277 
 
15ft AMF/SEARS GAFF RIGGED SAIL 
BOAT 
Good looking boat with current registration, ugly 
trailer and decent sails. It is molded plastic and 
foam filled with a good sized cockpit. Really easy 
and fun to sail. $300 Contact Conrad: 209-564-
2958 
 
VENTURE 21 
Successful PHRF racer.  Spin, main, genoa by 
Doyle, blade by Quantum. All excellent condi-
tion. Spin and whisker poles, custom rudder, 
epoxy barrier coat, faired keel and hull, many 
extra sails. Boat and trailer only 1600lb. Sails 
alone worth $2500 price. 209 722 8554. 

 L.Y.S.A.  Inaugural 
Jack & Jill Race 

Saturday June 1st, 
2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Female & male crew. The woman is the skipper 
and must steer. The man can do all the hard 

work with the lines.  

Easy to sail, reaching course. No beating up-
wind or whisker pole / spinnaker launching. 

PHRF – Portsmouth conversion, so everyone 
can race. 

Pursuit Start. Slower boats start before the 
faster ones. No crowded starting line, first boat 

across the finish line wins. 

Skippers meeting 12 noon. Race starts at 1:00 
pm. 

Social activities to follow the race. 

Ladies, grab your favorite sailor, get in some 
“stick time” and join the fun! 

For more information contact: Kathi or Darrell 

 

Email Kathi: kathi6280@yahoo.com 

Email Darrell: sorensenwoodcraft@gmail.com 

Want to be more active in 

LYSA? 

Come to our membership meetings! 

2nd Tuesday of every month, at 7PM 

Know what is going on 

Contribute new ideas 

Participate in projects 

Enjoy socializing with other members 
at pre-meeting potluck 

 

Next Meeting: May 14, 2013, 7PM 



MEMBERSHIP GUIDELINES COMMITTEE

ISSUE FINDINGS BYLAWS
Approved?

1 Sponsorship for New Members Article VI YES YES

2 Article VI YES YES

3 Reference #1 & #2 Article VI YES YES

4 YES YES

5 Article VI YES YES

6 YES YES

7 YES YES

8 YES YES

9 YES YES

Board
3/12/2013

Membership
4/9/2013

Need Sponsorship Information
On Application

Probationary Period for
New Members

6 Months Membership &
9 Months Limited Use

of Club House (No Key);
Reserve Right to Terminate

Without Cause
Will New Member Rules
Affect Bylaws?

Review Bylaws Rules
On Behavior

Change Renewal Under Expulsion
After Two Years to Require a

New Application With a
Probationary Period

Article XIV,
Section 3

Accept New Members
If Only Interest Is
Socializing and Not Sailing

Allowable, but Cannot Use
Clubhouse During

Probationary Period

Establish a Dollar Amount
For Club Food Events That
Members Pay and Which
Events the Club Will
Subsidize.(Opening Day,
Racers' Dinner, End of Season
Party, Christmas Party)
Food For Some Events
Used To Be Budgeted and
Members Paid $5.00
To Commit

The Board Should Set and Subsidize
The Amount and Budget
For At Least Two Events-

End of Season & Christmas Parties.

Membership
Handbook

Clubhouse Rules
& Policies

Define Membership for
Non-Married Family
Members.
i.e., What Happens
If A Couple Splits Up?

Family Membership- 
Married or Non-Married-

Are Adults & Couples Who
Share The Same Residence

Article VI,
Section 2

Age of Family Member
Children

No Age Limit As Long
As the Child Shares
The Same Residence

Article VI,
Section 2

Establish a Student/Youth
Membership Category

Lower Member Fees for
Individuals 18-26 Years.

Probation Period Still Applies.
30% Discount=

$7.00/month or $84.00/year.

Article VI,
Section 2

rdietz
Typewritten Text

rdietz
Typewritten Text
10

rdietz
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Same Day 

Service 

Richard Golub 
Merced Area  

209-722-5341 

Mike Strealy 
Turlock Area  

209-667-9500 

Carpet - Upholstery - Rugs - RV - Stain Removal - Odor Control - Repairs 

Free Estimates 

Have a boat to sell? 

Need crew? 

Looking to crew? 

Advertise in Light Air’s classifieds column! 

Send submissions to 

eddietz42@yahoo.com 

with “LYSA Classifieds” in the subject line. 

May 2013 

5/2 Race Seminar 

5/4 Opening Day 

5/9 LYSA Race Season Begins– 1st Race 

5/12 Mother’s Day Brunch 

5/14 Club Meeting 

5/19—5/19 Spring Regatta 

June 2013 

6/1 Jack & Jill Race (Women Skipper) 

6/16 Father’s Day Brunch 

6/22 Dick Gardner Race 

6/29 Open House/Shrimp Feed 

6/30 Lipton Trophy Race 

**Races Every Thursday Evening!** 
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