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2015 - Three Bridge Fiasco PreStart

The 2015 Three Bridge was a “Fiasco”
By: Mike Strealy
Well, once again Tim Harden and I decided to do the
Singlehanded Sailing Society’s Three Bridge Fiasco on
January 31st. This was our second go-round with this race.
There were 365 total boats entered this year. We were
among the 264 double handed monohull entries. There
are only three marks in the 21.67 mile race. Red Rock
(near the Richmond/San Rafael Bridge), Blackaller
(Golden Gate Bridge), And Yerba Buena/Treasure Island
(Bay Bridge). You can round the marks in any order and in
any direction. The start is off of the Golden Gate Yacht
Club and you can also start in any either direction.
With our start time at 9:24 and change we decided to
start the race from the west and head straight to Red Rock
first in order to take advantage of what was left of the
flood. The wind was pretty light and shifty. In fact, what
started as a beat to the north ended with us under spinnaker. We felt pretty good about our progress going north but
it was very hard to tell how we were doing because it
seemed other later starting boats chose to take a different
approach. It seemed there were boats going and coming
from everywhere. Many boats started piling up around us
in the light conditions. As we got to about a mile from Red

Mike Strealy and Tim Hardin

(Three Bridge continued on page 7)

Three Bridge Fiasco Results, see Page 8
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Lake Yosemite
Sailing Association
P.O. Box 3994
Merced, CA 95340

Club Officers
Commodore: Peggy Larson
(209) 201-1143
plarson@transcountytitle.com

Vice Commodore: Jay Sousa
(209) 617-1384
Jay.sousa@sbcglobal.net

Past Commodore: Suzanne Johnson
(559) 776-9467
wannie1957@yahoo.com

Secretary: Chris Martin
(209) 384-8640
chrissybea@comcast.net

Treasurer: Diane Sousa
(209) 383-3955
dsousa@smithandstappcpas.com

Port Captain: John Larson

Commodore
Peggy Larson
We are experiencing such beautiful weather it’s
hard not to love it. The downside is we’re experiencing beautiful weather. There literally is no rain in
sight as I write this article. I spoke with John
Wiersma who is the Manager of Water Operations
with MID on February 18th and he said he cannot
give me a date on when we possibly will have water
in the lake, according to him it’s bleak. He went so
far as to say it would strictly be a day to day with no
guarantees. We are going to stay in touch with
each other and he’ll let me know if there is any
changes but as of right now he strongly suggests
we cancel our Regatta and any future events that
will require water in the lake. This is completely understandable under the circumstances and I think
maybe we should entertain the idea of postponing
the Regatta until further in the year or completely for
2015. Clearly this “bad situation” for us sailors
pales in comparison to the folk’s livelihood that depends on the rain. Please continue to do your rain
dances and I’ll keep the Board informed of any
changes.

(209) 658-4215
c5chiefmate@yahoo.com

House Captain: Thom Grimaldi

Cleat Hitch

(209) 617-2115
thomagrim@sbcglobal.net

Cruise/Social Captain: Matt Loeffler
(209) 357-7049
brigittematt@earthlink.net

Racing Captain: Dennis Wainwright
(209) 769-6302
dcwranch@icloud.com

Uses: The Cleat Hitch secures a rope to a cleat. It is deceptively simple and an unwary skipper who invites visitors to
cleat a mooring line may be astonished and dismayed by the
unsatisfactory results.

Submissions:
Deadline is the 22nd of each month.
Submit to Chris Martin:
chrissybea@comcast.net

First Horn: Initially the rope must be led round the most distant horn of the cleat followed by a turn in the same direction round the other horn. Starting round the wrong horn
increases the risk of a jam.
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Lake Yosemite Sailing Association
(LYSA)

Secretary
Chris Martin

MINUTES
Membership and Board Meetings

LYSA Membership Meeting Call to Order: A regular meeting
of the LYSA Membership was held on February 10, 2015. The
meeting convened at 7:09 pm, Commodore Peggy Larson presiding. A sign-in sheet was circulated. Twenty-three members
attended.

Meeting Date: February 10, 2015
Date of Approval _________________

Approval of Minutes: Minutes were read by Chris Martin. Corrections: Matt Loeffler’s name was misspelled. Also, include information
regarding correspondence and conversation with Gordie Nash (El Toro class president) – LYSA has been offered the 2018 El Toro
Senior National Championship (North American Championship), proposed dates July 6, 7, and 8. The information will be included as
an addendum to the January minutes.
Motion: Moved by Matt Loeffler to approve minutes with corrections, seconded by John Larson. Motion carried.
Reports - Actions - Discussions: Commodore, Peggy Larson: Welcomed members to the meeting. Invited Board / Committee
Members to report.
Treasurer, Diana Sousa: Marvin Heppner indicated he is too ill to join this year. Diane asked if the club should send him a card.
Budget report distributed to members and reviewed. 54% of members have paid, 52% of slips are paid. Slip fees are due by 3/2. If not
paid, the slip will be released. Suzanne asked if there is a budget category for the Regatta or the Shrimp Feed. Entry fees fund the
Regatta and ticket sales support the Shrimp Feed. Approval for overnight guests discussed.
Vice Commodore, Jay Sousa: The questionnaire sent with the club dues statements was discussed. Jay will continue to gather information regarding how members would like to receive club information. Suggestion: make the questionnaire more open-ended to
allow comments. Goal: better communication with club members, promote events, build member participation.
House Captain, Thom Grimaldi: Improvements - Rocks are preventing repair on the flag pole. Matt suggested lights could be rigged
on the mast for the flag pole. LYSA sign is now put up in the front yard. Discussion: building a deck off the patio. Communication Peg: post upcoming events at the house. Thom: An information board could be framed and hung outside.
Secretary, Chris Martin: Discussion of placement of minutes in the newsletter. Ed Dietz expressed concern regarding a delay in
members seeing the minutes. Members present indicated they did not want minutes from two months before the newsletter to be published. They also did not wish to have the January and February minutes placed into the March newsletter. The January minutes will
be filed, the February minutes will be published. In the future, following past practice, the unapproved minutes from the meeting previous to the newsletter publication will be included in the newsletter. If minutes need to be corrected, members determined it will be
done at the next meeting and the corrected minutes will be published in the following newsletter.
Cruise and Social Captain, Matt Loeffler: Future events:
March 17 – St. Patrick’s dinner; April 4 – Chili cook-off; April 9-12 Strictly Sail; December – Christmas Dinner
Ed explained the Doo Dah Jazz Festival. Peg asked Ed to submit the information in an article for the newsletter.
Jr. Sailing Committee, Matt Loeffler: - Jr. Sailing - 6 week program - June, July and 1 week in August (Turlock Jr. ROTC – interested in a 2 wk program). Brigitte would like Jacob Hardin to take on a leadership role, she will contact him.Interest in program was
discussed. Late registrants were turned away as classes were full. Discussion of safety: can’t add sessions due to equipment, boat,
and staff limitations. Safety is paramount.
Racing Captain, Dennis Wainwright: Dennis stated he needs help with scoring and horns during races. Dennis brought up the issue
of the importance of the gate being locked after members enter or leave the lake when the lake is closed to the public.
Past Commodore, Suzanne Johnson: Suzanne will ask Board Members to serve as Regatta and Shrimp Feed Committee Chairs
and will ask Chairs to report out at future meetings. Jay offered to publicize events.
Regatta - More club participation needed. Mike has revamped event flyers. T-shirt design contest discussed, shirt specific to Regatta,
rather than general LYSA shirt: burgee on front, design on back, year and elements important to LYSA included in design. Vote to
determine winning design at the April meeting. Jay asked Suzanne to email some guidelines so he can promote the contest.
Shrimp Feed - Suzanne discussed getting a good head count to order the right amount of shrimp, getting tickets out earlier. Around
225 people are served. Suzanne would like someone to coordinate the Raffle and get Raffle items.
Port Captain, John Larson: Dock work / repairs were discussed. The soundness of the berth is primary. Cleats were discussed,
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

piers are missing, a safety ladder will be considered, we are working on water and lights.
Commodore, Peggy Larson: Board Members were thanked and encouraged to continue to submit Newsletter articles. Regarding
the key and gate: if the Lake is closed, lock the gate behind you coming and going.
Old Business: - None
New Business: - Judy Longacre would like to reserve the house. She has never been an LYSA member. Diane clarified policy on
using the house: It is only available for LYSA members’ use. Members must be sponsored, and in good standing for 6 months before
the house can be reserved.
The Good of the Order: - None
Adjournment: The next LYSA General Membership meeting will be held Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at John and Peg Larson’s home
(2290 Katy Lane in Merced), Potluck at 6:30 pm, Meeting at 7 pm. The February 10, 2015 LYSA General Motion: Moved by Brian
Blagg to adjourn, and seconded by Thom Grimaldi. Motion carried. Membership meeting was adjourned at 8:29.

LYSA Board Meeting Call to Order: A regular meeting of the LYSA Board was held on February 10, 2015. The meeting convened
at 8:43 pm, Commodore Peggy Larson presiding.
Members in attendance: Members of the Board in attendance: Commodore: Peggy Larson, Vice Commodore: Jay Sousa, Past
Commodore: Suzanne Johnson, Secretary: Chris Martin, Treasurer: Diane Sousa, House Captain, Thom Grimaldi, Port Captain: John
Larson, Cruise/Social Captain: Matt Loeffler, Racing Captain, Dennis Wainwright.
Members not in attendance: None.
Approval of Minutes: Minutes were read at the General Meeting. Minutes were approved with corrections as noted in the General
Meeting.
Commodore, Peggy Larson: Invited Board Members to report:
Treasurer, Diana Sousa: The Treasurer’s report was presented at the General Meeting.
Vice Commodore, Jay Sousa, Secretary, Chris Martin, Jr. Sailing Committee, Matt Loeffler, Racing Captain, Dennis Wainwright, and Commodore, Peggy Larson: No additional information presented to the Board.
House Captain, Thom Grimaldi: Tom offered to donate a lock box to LYSA and attach it to the gate so a key could be kept at the
gate. Peg will contact Brian Behn about this.
Cruise and Social Captain, Matt Loeffler: The 2015 Dinghy Race Schedule presented to the Board.
Past Commodore, Suzanne Johnson: Board Members volunteered to serve as Regatta and Shrimp Feed Committee Chairs.
Port Captain, John Larson: John restated that the soundness of the berth is the first priority. Cleats, lights and outlets were discussed.
Old Business: None
New Business: None
The Good of the Order: None
Adjournment: The LYSA Board meeting was adjourned at 9:14.
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Past Commodore

Treasurer

Suzanne Johnson

Diane Sousa

As Past Commodore, I am in charge of our two
main events of the year. The events include our
Regatta on May 17th and 18th and our All-You-Can
Shrimp Feed on Saturday, June 27th. I am currently
looking for volunteers to assist with the planning
of both events. We will need cooks, set up and
cleaning crews, decorators, shoppers, and people
to head up our raffle, etc. Please let me know how
I can count on you!

Hi everyone. If you haven’t done so yet, please
send in your club dues. If your dues are not received by April 1, 2015 you will be removed from
the active club roster and may not receive the
newsletter or other club info. Also, dues must be
paid before you can race or participate in club activities. If you didn’t receive your invoice or have
any questions, please let me know.

Also, I thought it might be a nice idea this year to
encourage the membership to come up with a tee
shirt design for our Regatta. We have done this in
the past and it was a lot of fun. I would like to
show off the designs at our March general membership meeting. Brigitte suggested that we come
up with a design commemorating past members
who are no longer with us. For example, a tie dyed
pattern in honor of Ed Green. There will also be a
prize for the winner!

Port Captain
John Larson
March 2015 Port Captain’s note:
We are proceeding on with refit work of berths.
Our policy is the same. Fix issues for the long term
and continue to have good sound walk ways, piers
and finger piers. “Whether we have water or not.”

However, I just learned from our Commodore Peg
Larson that we might not have much water this
year. Consequently, we might have to cancel our
Regatta. Please attend our March meeting for
more details.

At this time a few deck boards are up one pier 1.
Removing dry rotted headers and broken deck
boards. Pier 3 has a broke header and will be replaced once the lumber is received. So please stay
off and out of those areas.

We will also need to sell tickets early for our
Shrimp Feed in June. Please start talking it up with
your friends and family. Have them “save the
date” for June 27th! The more the merrier!!
As always, I am looking forward to another terrific
year at Lake Yosemite!

Plans are afoot: 1) to place “Deck Cleats” on finger
piers that are without them. 10” is the size we’ve
come up with. Large enough for any boat out there
and user friendly. And YES! If you bang you toe on
one of them it will hurt! But your boat should be
secure. 2) Man ladders to haul yourself out if you
go “Man overboard” between the slips. Reminder,
swimming is not allowed in or around Berth.

Attorney Services of Merced
Edward A. Dietz
209.383.3233 Office@82LSN.com
Local Counties: Merced - Madera - Stanislaus - San Joaquin - Mariposa

833 W. 22nd Street, Merced - www.82LSN.com

In any case, be safe out there. Pray and dance for
rain and snow.

Statewide & National Service
Process Service, Small Claims,
Evictions & More

Captain John E. Larson (Ret)
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House Captain

Cruise/Social Capt.

Thom Grimaldi

Matt Loeffler

I wish the end of February had brought with it lots
of snow in the mountains and rain in the valley but
we were not that lucky and the effect will be another year of drought. With McClure at 8% of capacity and MID 's Federal release requirements, it
looks like a bleak year for sailing.

Hello everyone,

Our clubhouse and grounds however still offer a
great place to meet up with friends and fellow sailors, so even if we're not able to get out on the water, there's no reason not to come out and enjoy
the get togethers.

Everyone should be keeping an eye out for sailing
leprechauns leading the way to the lake for our St.
Patties day dinner. We will be having Corned Beef
and Cabbage, please bring your own Green Beer.
Last year people brought some pretty outrageously
good desserts, I hope they remember their recipes.
Dinner is scheduled to start at 6, and there will be
a $5 charge.

I am hoping everyone is getting ready for the New
Year at the lake. Unfortunately the San Francisco
trip was canceled in February due to truck problems. Ed is going to schedule a replacement trip.

It will also be a good time to complete a few improvements to the grounds, docks, and cleaning
the garage. I will be scheduling a few Saturdays for
these and encourage anyone to help if you can.

Like everyone else I am nervous about the conditions of the lake for this coming year. Keep your
hopes up. I am hoping that if not full, there will be
at least enough for the Lasers, El Toro’s, and perhaps the Lido’s. As you saw last month, Ed has
plans for more trips. Get your trailer ready for
traveling and join the group. The Delta should
have water in it, unless LA or Bakersfield gets their
way. I’ll get more information from Ed and send
out emails about plans.

Junior Sailing
Matt Loeffler
Brigitte and I, with high hopes have decided to schedule
6 weeks of sail camp, the end of June, all of July, and
the first week of Aug. After looking at water reports I’m
not sure how that will fair, but we are keeping our fingers
crossed.
Darrell has some great ideas on how we can manage if
there are extreme low water levels. He has graciously
offered the use of an aluminum boat as a chase/rescue
vessel. We may need to use the old beat up floating
docks, because they are still there and the main one is
reachable and we can extend the fingers out into the
water.

It is a rainy evening as I write this; Brigitte has just
finished making a pot of Chili. Hey, I said CHILI.
Get your creative juices flowing it’s almost time for
our annual CHILI COOK-OFF. It will be April 4th.

Hopefully these worries and precautions will not be
needed. Everyone please keep your fingers crossed, do
a rain dance, and get us a long hose, in hopes of having
enough water.
I would also like to thank everyone that has supported
the program over the years since Jay started teaching it.
I think the junior program is one of the best parts of our
club and does a lot to endear us to the community.
In regards to lake levels, no matter what, the junior
counselors will be there to help out with the shrimp feed.
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2015 Calendar of Events

(Three Bridge continued from page 1)

Rock we started to face an ebb that at times was sending us backwards at just under a knot. After about an
hour of going from 0 to 1.5 knots of forward progress we
finally made it around the island and we then set our
sights on Treasure Island. We rounded just ahead of a
J24 who was in our vicinity pretty much the whole race
to this point.
The trip back down was much easier. A light but steady
breeze that was now coming from the west put us on a
reach that gave us (tide aided) speeds of 7-7.5 knots.
Also on the way down we saw a bunch of boats with
kites up trying to make their way up to Red Rock. We
knew some of those boats were in trouble because of
how hard it was for us to get around and the ebb was
only increasing.
After Red Rock we added to our little group a C&C 29
and a Newport 30, which as it turns out were both in our
fleet. Once we got in the lee of TI, things lightened up a
little. All four boats with us took a pretty wide arc around
giving up a little distance to try to stay in the breeze.
But, just south of TI the other boats pulled away from
us.
Once we got around, we were able to start riding the
ebb again to take us to Blackaller which would be our
last mark before heading back up the city front to the
finish. Now, we were thinking at this point that we
were doing terrible. Other than the few boats that had
just left us behind, there weren’t many others around.
Heading towards the gate, the boats ahead tacked
south of Alcatraz. We thought we would get a boost
from the ebb, so we went over the top of Alcatraz and
then tacked back down to Blackaller. This would turn out
to be the right decision because we closed the gap on
the others. By the time we reached the mark we had
passed the Newport and were right on the hip of the
J24.
The wind seemed to die right as we rounded Blackaller and we thought we might be in trouble with the
strong ebb. I guess we were close enough to shore to
get some relief because when the wind filled in a little
we were able to pop the kite and we started making our
way to the finish.
Thinking we did terrible, the finish caught us a little off
guard. Finishing 1:33 ahead of us, the C&C 29 received
a gun when they crossed. Then the J24 got the same.
Then we got a horn, followed by a gun for a J22 right
behind us. Hmmm. We finished at 4:22:40 pm. We took
down our sails, fired up the motor and started heading
back to Alameda. When we got close to TI, we looked
north and saw what happened to all of the other boats.
Other than the ones that retired, they all seemed to still
be trying to round Red Rock!
Only 50-60 boats managed to finish before the 7 pm
deadline. We ended up 10th overall, 2nd in fleet behind
the C&C29. Needless to say we were pretty surprised.
We raced the entire second half of the race thinking we
were near last. But, we never gave up, never stopped
sailing the boat. Oh, and we only argued a couple of
times! It was a great day sailing with a great friend.

March
17 St Patty’s Dinner, Corned Beef & Cabbage, 6 PM
April
4
4th Annual Chili Fest, Dinner at 6. Bring your best
Chili for the competition.
9-12 Strictly Sail Pacific (Jack London Square)
10-12 Bring your boat to Jack London Square, first cruise
of the year
May
2
LYSA Opening Day
7
LYSA Thursday Night Summer Series Begins
16-17 LYSA Spring Regatta. Sign up early and come out to
sail or to just enjoy the company and help out.
30 Jack & Jill Race
June
20 Dick Gardener One Design
27 Open House/Shrimp Feed
TBA Delta Doo Dah. This will be mid-June; we want to
coincide with the Isleton Blues Festival
July
4
Independence Day Potluck BBQ & Fun Sail,
Dinner 6 PM
11-12 High Sierra Regatta, small boat at Huntington Lake
18 Dick Gardener One Design
18-19 High Sierra Regatta, large boat at Huntington Lake
TBA Special Needs Sailing Day
August
8
Dick Gardener One Design
September
5-7 Delta trip
12 Dick Gardener One Design
October
6-12 Fleet Week SF Bay
10-12 Monterey Trip
24 Halloween End of Year Party / Election / Dinner /
Awards
November
December
12 Christmas Party (TBD Fish and Game building)
January
1
Frostbite Regatta
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1977 Chrysler 22

Hello All LYSA members,

Pop Top, Swing Keel. Honda 8 hp 4 Stroke Outboard (1992). Main Sail, six assorted Jibs and Spinnaker (not shown). EZ Loader Galvanized Trailer
(1985), Bimini & assorted covers, stereo, many upgrades & extras, overall in very good dry working
condition, well cared for. $6,000 OBO.

Our annual regatta is scheduled to be held on May
16 &17 at Lake Yosemite. Every year we have
new shirts for the regatta. This year, Past Commodore and Regatta Chairperson Suzanne Johnson is
holding a design contest for this years shirt design.
There will be a prize for the winning design, plus
bragging rights!
To enter the contest please produce a tee shirt design that includes our club logo, which will go on
the front of the shirt and a design that has L.Y.S.A.
regatta 2015 on the back of the shirt. You can use
a photograph or a cool artwork design, the choice
is up to you.
Please submit your design at the March membership meeting and potluck on Tuesday March 10th.
You can submit your design electronically (PDF
format) or a hard copy on 8.5 X 11 paper.

To make an offer or questions, call
Amy 209-769-9117
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2018 El Toro National Championships awarded to Lake Yosemite

During the winter of 2012-2013 I was building an El Toro for a customer. While at the Richmond Yacht Club
Mid-Winters I was talking to Grodie Nash (El Toro class president) about El Toros. What makes a fast El
Toro, etc. Gordie would ask me questions about Lake Yosemite as a sailing venue. Since then we talked several more times about Lake Yosemite. End result the 2018 El Toro Nationals will be hosted by LYSA at Lake
Yosemite. The proposed date is July 6th, 7th and 8th.
Although the El Toro was conceived in "Bull Sessions" at the Richmond Yacht Club in 1936, it has become a
recognized class of over 11,000 one-design yachts and is the most popular "dinghy" on San Francisco Bay.
More than seventy years ago, a need was recognized for a small inexpensive sailboat which could serve as a
yacht tender and training craft. The El Toro design was based on the MacGregor Sabot plans which appeared
in the Rudder Magazine in 1939. Today, the class has allowed new materials to be used with a considerable
improvement in performance. The sassy El Toro now has many of the "go fasts" of larger yachts adapted for
lighter loads and the small rig. New El Toros are not as inexpensive as they once were, but the original design
considerations have remained. Today's yachts are satisfactory tenders and sprightly racers.
Junior sailing programs at yacht clubs and municipal sailing classes have developed many fine young El Toro
captains. High quality racing programs have kept the interest of these young sailors. Often sailors "move up"
to larger yachts and are frequently recognized as champions. Many return to the lively tactical sailing situations provided by El Toro racing.
Darrell Sorensen

El Toro Class
National Championship Venues
2015 Santa Cruz
2016 Pinecrest
2017 Alameda Sailing Center
2018 Lake Yosemite
2019 Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii
2020 Clear Lake

Gordie Nash
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23’ Venture/MacGregor
“Will O The Whisp”
Job transfer forces sale. Cutter Rigged, Swing Keel,
New Gel Coat ($3000 spent), New wiring. Includes
2 jibs, main, restored and repainted trailer. $4200 or
best offer. Jon 559-217-6222

Windmill #821 Second Wind
Built by Jimmy Haugen, Minneapolis MN 1964
Since I acquired her in 2008, the following has been
done: New Okoume marine plywood bottom,sides,
thwarts and full length air tanks added. New daggerboard, almost complete re-rigging, mast spreaders, whisker pole launcher, new North Sails 2011.
$1100. Fixer upper trailer available at no charge.
Darrell Sorensen, (209) 233-9799

Buccaneer 18'
Just refurbished and ready to race. Main, jib and
trailer. $1,575.00 Dave Mosher 559 673 2344 cell
559-240-9003.
Also, a Capri 14.2 that is ready to go.
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