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Lake Yosemite 

Sailing Association 
P.O. Box 3994 

Merced, CA 95340 
 

 
 
 

Club Officers 
 

Commodore: George Deane 
(209) 261-9617 

deanesatsea@hotmail.com 
 

Vice Commodore: Dennis Pellissier 
(209) 777-2412 

djpellissier@aol.com 
 

Secretary: Chris Martin 
(209) 384-8640 

chrissybea@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer: Diane Sousa 
(209) 383-3955 

dsousa@stappcpa.com 
 

Port Captain: Kendall Nightengale 

(209) 761-4474 
Kendall@nightengale.me 

 

House Captain: Debbie Harden 
(209) 383-2631 

debra-harden@comcast.net 
 

Cruise/Social Captain: Vacant 
- 
- 
 

Racing Captain: Rachel Hadley 
(209) 384-2465 

rhadleyfam@gmail.com 
  
 
 

Submissions: 
Deadline is the 22nd of each month 

Submit with LYSA in the Subject Line 
to Chris Martin: 

chrissybea@comcast.net 

Ahoy:   

As I write this on Memorial Day, summer has 
clearly arrived as I hesitate to leave the air condi-
tioned house to go any where but out to the 
lake. 

I have reports that Rachel and several helpful 
club members have updated our race course 
with new course marker buoys. Rachael has 
been relentless in getting this project completed. 
Be sure to join me in thanking her for all of her 
hard work. 

At the last club meeting Gary Hogston an-
nounced that Merced Honda would be gener-
ously donating $1,000.00 to LYSA to be divided 
evenly between the Sea Scouts and Junior Sail-
ing. These two groups represent the future of 
our club and of sailing at Lake Yosemite. Thanks 
Gary. 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday June 8 with a 
6:00 Happy Hour followed by the meeting at 
6:30. Bring a snack (or dinner), a libation and lots 
of good cheer and join us out at the coolest (in 
every sense of the word) place in the county.   

Well, I grew up in Merced so I guess I can’t shy 
away from a little heat. As soon as I email this to 
Chris I think I better grab a little something re-
freshing and head on out to the club. I hope I’ll 
see you there. 

Cheers  

Commodore 

George Deane 



3 

Membership Meeting 

Join us in June! 
 

LYSA Clubhouse 

 

Tuesday, June 8th 

6:00 pm Social, 6:30 Membership Meeting 
 

Observing COVID-19 safety guidelines 

Port Captain 

  Kendall Nightengale 

Sailing season is here! Now if the water level would 
just stay where we like it!  I was told by MID that the 
water level will be low until June/July before being 
kept closer to normal full 
levels.  The level will vary 
from completely full to 
almost 18 inches below 
full.  This means that if 
you have a boat on a fixed 
dock ensure that your 
lines are adjusted regular-
ly or can account for that 
much fluctuation without 
hitting the dock, the boat 
beside you, or having the 
toe rail go under the dock 
with wakeboard boat 
wake. 

There are several mainte-
nance items that I have 
not completed yet.  There 
is a water leak on the 
dock by Matt’s boat.  Cur-
rently the water main is 
turned off, so if you need water, turn it on and then 
turn it back off when finished.  Hopefully, I have this 
fixed by the time you read this. 

You may be interested to know about a project I 
started this Spring, a weather station for the dock.  I 
am building it using a Particle Boron microcontroller 
attached to a Sparkfun Weather Shield.  It will record 
wind speed, wind gust, wind direction, air temp, bar-
ometric pressure, humidity, rain fall, lake water tem-
perature, and lake level.  Wind speed and lake level 
will probably be the numbers sailors would like to 
see most.  The microcontroller has a cellular modem 
to send data through AT&Ts LTE Cat-M1 network to 
a server where the data is stored and can be viewed 
over the web.  The station will send data every 5 
minutes.  In the photo you can see a part of the web 
dashboard with sample data as well as the various 
components as they are during prototyping. 

An ultrasonic distance sensor is used to read the wa-
ter level.  Once installed and calibrated, the readings 
will be relative to the bottom edge of the dock near 
the mount point.  This means when the water is at 1 
inch below the dock, the reading would be negative 
one inch.  When the level drops 6 inches, the reading 
becomes negative 7 inches.  I think for our purposes, 
that makes the most sense.  Typical lake level read-

ings are given as elevation 
from mean sea level which 
isn’t as intuitive for knowing 
if you need to adjust dock 
lines.  Knowing how many 
inches below the bottom 
edge of the dock, or in some 
cases above, is more useful.  
Water temp will simply use 
a waterproof temp sensor 
secured below the dock. 

I’m not an expert with mi-
crocontrollers, which means 
once installed there will be a 
validation period to ensure 
data is accurate, debug, and 
fix any errors.  Once that is 
working well, I can start 
phase II, which is to add in 
an alerting method so slip 
holders can get an alert (if 

they opt in) when the water level changes from the 
last check in or reaches a set low level.   
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House Captain 

Debbie Harden 

Race Captain 

Rachel Hadley 

Hello  Summer!    

A short report from the House Captain this month.  
Racing is under way and the yard & garage continue 
to look great due to Craig’s devotion and hard work.    

Winter boats should be in the water, moved to an-
other location, or signed up for summer storage. If 
you are interested in summer storage/dry sailing 
storage please let me know. Reminder: 

• All boats must have current State and Lake Yo-
semite stickers.     

• Empty trailers are not stored at LYSA.  You must 
make other arrangements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Poetry magazine, June 1996.  

 

 

 

 

SO some person-
al news:   Jacob 
and Patrice will 
be getting mar-
ried on June 13, 
2021.  This is one 
of my favorite 
engagement pic-
tures: 

Ahoy Sailors! 

The buoys are in! and they look GREAT!  

Kendall Nightengale made numbers for the red 
Marks and S and F for the green Start/Finish buoys, 
and they look FANTASTIC!  

Tim Harden, Rich Kleitman and Dawn Tlak helped me 
cut the cable and attach each buoy to a 65# cement 
weight, and a 5# counter weight.  

Craig Anderson and John Larson brought all the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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LYSA t-shirts, hats and burgees are  
available for purchase. 

buoys down to the little launch area and loaded 
them into the Committee Boat, which Matt Loeffler 
skippered while I tossed each buoy overboard, fol-
lowed by its little counter weight, and then SPLASH!, 
the heavy cement block. I can’t thank them enough 
for all their help!  

The Racing Season has officially begun, so get your 
boats in the water and get sailing! 

Given that I have nothing else to talk about, I 
thought I’d share some interesting thoughts… At 
least I found them interesting, and hope you’ll find 
them interesting as well: 

We all know that the moon waxes to the East (the 
less round side faces East) and wanes to the West 
(the less round side faces West), but do y’all know 
that a besides the 4 main phases of the moon (New, 
First Quarter, Full and Last Quarter) there’s also the 
Gibbous (which describes the moon when it is more 
than ½ full, and the Crescent (when it’s less than ½ 
full) phases? So, next time we look at the moon (day 
or night) we can tell whether it is waxing or waning, 
gibbous or crescent. 

There’s also the Blue Moon, which is recently con-
sidered the 2nd Full Moon in a calendar month, but 
the older reference is when there are more than 3 
Full Moons in a Season (Winter, Spring, Summer and 
Fall). It gets a bit complicated because the 4th moon 
cannot be the ‘Blue Moon’ because the moons clos-
est to the Equinox / Solstice (which signal the 
change of seasons) already have common names/ 
references, so the 3rd moon in a season with 4 
moons is referred to as a Blue Moon – which is much 
less common than a second moon in a calendar 
month - hence, “once in a Blue Moon” is a very un-
common occurrence (our next seasonal Blue Moon 
will be the 3rd full moon this summer, on August 
22nd). 

And the last moon I’m going to talk about is the Su-
permoon - a Full Moon when the moon is at its clos-
est point (perigee) to earth in its monthly orbit. 
There will be a total of 4 Supermoons this year: 
March 28th, April 27th, May 26th and June 24th.  

The biggest supermoon in the 21st Century will occur 
on December 6, 2052. Set your calendars now so 

(Continued from page 4) 
you don’t miss it! 

I thought I should also share some Racing Rules in 
every article: 

One of the most basic Rules: Starboard has right of 
way…. 

How do you know if you’re on a  

Starboard Tack? 
The rules define Tack, Starboard or Port: “A boat is 
on the tack, starboard or port, corresponding to her 
windward side.” Generally, this means that if the sail 
is on the port side of the boat, then the boat is on a 
Starboard Tack… However, if the boat is sailing very 
close hauled and the crew holds their sail over on the 
port side, even though it would normally have 
flopped over??? That boat is on a PORT TACK be-
cause, the definition is about the windward side, and 
not about the side the sail is on.  

However, this distinction is immaterial when a boat 
is sailing downwind ‘on the lee’ (the wind is coming 
from the same side of the boat as the sail is on) if the 
boat is successfully maintaining the sail on the Port 
side (on Starboard Tack) without the external force 
of a crewmember holding it there (or a preventer 
holding it there).  

Under those circumstances, they are considered to 
be on a STARBOARD TACK. Of course, it’s pretty scary 
(and sometimes disastrous) when the wind nabs that 
sail and violently filings it over to the windward 
side… So always grab something to something hang 
onto and duck when the skipper suddenly shouts: 
JIBING!!!! 

Fair winds, my friends! 
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Upcoming Events 
(Proposed—Subject to change due to Covid restrictions.) 
For information on events, check Latitude 38’s racing guide. 

Monthly LYSA Member/Board Meetings: 2nd Tuesday of each month  
6 pm Social, 6:30 pm Meeting 

 
June, 2021 
 LYSA Summer Series, Thursdays—June 3, 10, 17, 24 
4-6 GCYC—Go for the Gold 
8 LYSA Member/Board Meeting—6 Social, 6:30 Meeting 
12-13 SSC Delta Ditch Run—30th Anniversary 
20 LYSA Dick Gardner Memorial, 1st Day of Summer 
 
July, 2021 
 LYSA Summer Series, Thursdays—July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
12-16 Junior Sailing Week 1 
13  LYSA Member/Board Meeting—6 Social, 6:30 Meeting 
19-23 Junior Sailing Week 2 
26-30 Junior Sailing Week 3 
 Special Needs Sailing Day—CANCELLED 
 
August, 2021 
2-6 Junior Sailing Week 4  
 LYSA Summer Series, Thursdays—Aug 5, 12, 19, 26 
10 LYSA Member/Board Meeting—6 Social, 6:30 Meeting 
 Junior Regatta—Pending, no plans as of yet 
 
September, 2021 
6 Labor Day: Take a worker sailing 
9 LYSA Summer Series Awards Dinner 
14 LYSA Member/Board Meeting—6 Social, 6:30 Meeting 
 Sea Scouts Appreciation 
 Open House/Shrimp Feed—Pending 
 
October, 2021 
3-11 Fleet Week SF Bay 
16 OYC Oktoberfest Regatta 
 End of Year Party - Awards / Election  
30-31 RYC Great Pumpkin Regatta 
 
November, 2021 
9 LYSA Member/Board Meeting—6 Social, 6:30 Budget Meeting 
 
December, 2021 
 Christmas Party—Pending 
 
January, 2022 
 Merced Running Club’s Fog Jog / Annual Meeting 
 
February, 2022 
 Super Bowl Party  
 
March, 2022 
 RYC Big Daddy Regatta 
 St. Patrick’s Day at the Lake 
 OYC Rites of Spring Regatta 
 
April, 2022 
 54th FLYC Camellia Cup Regatta 
 Make A Wish Event 
 Livingston Kite Festival—8:30 to 4 
 Strictly Sail Pacific, Richmond 
 
May, 202 
 LYSA Opening Day 
 LYSA Thursday Night Summer Racing Series Begins 
 LYSA Spring Regatta 
 

Dates are To Be Determined. Subject to change. 

It is with great sadness we announce that we have 

lost another member of our sailing family.  

Jeannie Schriber passed away this past week.  Her 

funeral will be Friday, June 4 at noon at Ivers & Al-

corn in Atwater.  

That same day, from 2:00 - 6:00 pm, a memorial will 

be held at the sailing club.   

Please keep Jimmy in your thoughts and prayers as 

he travels this difficult path.   

 Guest Columnist 

John Derby 

THE RAG DOLL, THE GHOST SHIP OF LAKE YOSEMITE 

There are those who may recall the Rag Doll, the Ghost Ship of 

Lake Yosemite, because years ago there was a 1959 all wood, 

Halberg 25, built in Sweden which was in the Bay Area. The 

owner brought it down to Lake Yosemite to sail.  The sailboat 

was actually only 25 feet at the waterline but 29 feet on the 

deck.  She was a sleek sailboat built in Nordic tradition with full 

keel.  She moved through the water like a knife, so silent that 

she could not be heard when she cut through the water. The 

Rag Doll even joined the racing and was competitive on a down-

wind reach.  She was a joy to sail. 

One year the owner decided to leave the boat in the lake when 

the water was dropped.  No one said that all boats needed to 

be off the lake.  When the county found out about it, the head 

of the Recreation Department demanded the boat be removed.  

The owner said he would gladly remove the boat but that 

would require the lake to be filled back with water, which of 

course he knew would not be done.  The head of the Recreation 

Department, said, “All right, but you must pay for a permit and 
(Continued on page 7) 
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LYSA Membership Meeting Call to Order:  A combined meeting 
of the LYSA Membership and Board was held on May 11, 2021 
at the Lake Yosemite Sailing Association Clubhouse. Convened 
at 6:20 pm, Commodore George Deane presiding. 
Reports - Actions - Discussions: Commodore, George Deane: 
George welcomed members to the meeting.  
Approval of Minutes: The April minutes were read. 
Motion: Moved by Diane Sousa to approve minutes with cor-
rections, Second by Rachel Hadley. Motion carried. 
Commodore, George Deane: No report. 
Treasurer, Diane Sousa: Diane shared the Treasurer’s report. 
Gary Hogston presented a donation of $1000 to be divided be-
tween Junior Sailing and the Sea Scouts. 
Diane noticed the garbage dumpster is open. Waste Manage-
ment will charge $100 if the bin is too full and the lid won’t 
shut. Diane asked members to lock the dumpster properly. Di-
ane will write an article to inform members of the importance 
of locking the dumpster. 
George asked if there was more needed for the committee 
boat. Craig wants to buy caribiners - $35. Also wants to buy a 
turbine for the attic. - $40 from the house fund. Deb is donating 
a hose hanger to the house. 
Vice Commodore, Dennis Pellissier: Not present. He should be 
back in 2-3 weeks. 
Dock Captain, Kendall Nightengale: Not present. George pre-
sented: Dock lease is being circulated among Supervisors, new 

Secretary 

Chris Martin 
put a light on the boat in addition to promising not to leave the 

boat on the lake the next year.” 

That winter the Rag Doll turned into the Ghost Ship of Lake 

Yosemite.  Not enough anchor line had been let out to keep the 

boat anchored in a good wind, so the boat wandered around 

the lake with it mast light all winter. And when the next spring 

came, it was the first boat at the docks.   

The following year, the owner needed to work on the bottom 

of the boat and decided to lean it against the dock. When the 

water went down, the bottom work could be done and the 

boat would be ready for the next sailing season. The head of 

the Recreation Department found out about this and was livid 

as he contacted the owner saying “I thought you promised not 

to leave the Rag Doll in the lake again this winter”. 

“Clearly the Rag Doll is not in the lake,” replied the owner and 

it was not, as it was on dry land.  

That would have been the end of the story, but the owner of 

the Rag Doll had one more trick up his sleeve.  He decided to go 

the Merced County Board of Supervisors and ask for permission 

to have sailboats sail on the lake in the winter.  Other power 

boats were allowed, why should sailboats be denied? The Su-

pervisors agreed and passed a resolution allowing the sailors to 

move their floating dock out to deeper waters so it could ac-

commodate sailboats all year long.   

(Continued from page 6) 
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Attorney Services of Merced 

Edward A. Dietz 

209.383.3233 Office@82LSN.com 

833 W. 22nd Street, Merced - 

Catalina swing keel 22 with trailer, many new 
parts, 4HP Mercury longshaft, boat has new 
bottom paint $3000.  
 
Call Wes Unruh at 209-676-0373 

 

 

 

 

REAL FAST 
Irrational Behavior 

Merritt 22 
Fully Equipped, New Interior, Good Bottom,  

Rebuilt Trailer, 7 Sails. Richard 628-0652 

Junior Sailing, Brigitte Bowers-Loeffler:  Not present 
Sea Scouts: Not present. 
Old Business: John’s donation: continued to be tabled. 
Shrimp Feed, tabled. We can revisit in June. 
AJ asked about newsletter and entrance into the Lake. 
New Business: Vote in new Member: Lee McDonough, he has a 
9-year-old son, Sam. Lee attended last month’s meeting, Tom 
Cooke met him, is his sponsor. 
Motion: Moved by Rachel Hadley approve membership, and 
Second by AJ Singh. Motion carried. 
Good of the order: Ed Dietz thanked the Club for the card and 
plant. A memorial service will be held at the Catholic Church in 
Turlock. All Saints University Parish on July 6th. 
Ed will submit an article to the newsletter. 
Mike Brady has cancer in his nose. He’s doing ok. John French 
had surgery on his right eye: detached retina. 
Delta Doo Dah will be held this year. 
 
The next LYSA Membership / Board meeting will be held June 8, 
2021, 6 to 6:30 social hour, can bring your own food / beverage. 
No potluck. 6:30 meeting. 
Motion: Moved by Diane to adjourn, and Second by Jay Sousa. 
Motion carried. Board meeting was adjourned at 7:00. 

County Counsel has a format she wants to use. Don’t know 
what MID is going to do about water levels. Some slip numbers 
have been painted. Looking for some level of commitment from 
MID about stable Lake level. 
House Captain, Deb Harden:  Discussion: Draft a letter regard-
ing use of the Clubhouse, include statement that guests should 
abide by CDC / MCDPH guidelines. 
Deb reminded Members to mind the dumpster, lock it properly, 
and bring your own supplies. 
Summer storage is May-November, folks need to arrange pay-
ment, move boats, etc. 
Craig will take care of the smell from the oven. 
Discussion: Someone should give notice of meetings. Chris Mar-
tin will post meetings. Lively discussion regarding times of previ-
ous meetings. It was decided: 6:00 pm social, bring your own 
food / beverage. No potluck. 6:30 meeting. Jay offered to pro-
mote meetings. 
Cruise / Social Committee, Vacant 
Race Captain: Rachel Hadley: We’ll plan for our 1st race to start 
on the 27th, and we will plan for 14 races (with 1 throw-out); 
which will make the last race August 26th. $20 to race, one race 
or the whole season. We’ll present trophies at the clubhouse on 
Thursday, September 9th. 

 

 

Tanzer 22 

7 hp Tohatso outboard  

2 Spinnakers, 110, 165. 180 hanked jibs, 145 roller furling 
Jib, 2 mains, "Easy - Jacs" for main. Trailer 

$4500 

Call Jerry Rokes - 345-9279  


