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Newsletter of Lake Yosemite Sailing Association                                  January  2014 

England and Manhattan clam chowder prepared by 
Cruise and Social Captain Matt Loeffler. The mid-
day entertainment was the “Regatta” of unbelieva-
bly competitive individuals maneuvering their 
ducks across the “pond”. If you missed it, be sure 
and put this one on your calendar for next year! 

 

2014 got off to a great start with the first event 
of the year.  Due to no wind, the Jan. 1 Frostbite 
Regatta once again gave way to the “Rubber 
Ducky Regatta”. About 25 LYSA members en-
joyed nice January weather and a lunch of New 

Steve Leonard photos 
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Lake Yosemite 

Sailing Association 

P.O. Box 3994 

Merced, CA 95340 

 

Commodore: Suzanne Johnson 

(559) 776-9467 

wannie1957@yahoo.com 

Vice Commodore: Peggy Lawler 

(209) 201-1143 

plawler@transcountytitle.com 

Past Commodore: Mike Strealy 

(209) 485-4961 

mstrealy@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary: Ian Cooke 

(209) 769-3802 

icooke@transcountytitle.com 

Treasurer: Diane Sousa 

(209) 723-1832 

dsousa@smithandstappcpas.com 

House Captain: Linda Sorensen 

(559) 665-2690 

sorensenwoodcraft@yahoo.com 

Cruise/Social Captain: Matt Loeffler 

(209) 357-7049 

brigittematt@earthlink.net 

Racing Captain: Jerry Johnson 

(559) 776-9429 

jerry374j@sbcglobal.net 

Port Captain: Vacant 

Submissions: 

Deadline is the 22nd of each month. 

Submit to Mike Strealy: 

mstrealy@sbcglobal.net 

 

   There aren't many "old salts" in today's Navy who haven't 
been required sometime in their career to heave around on 
a length of hawser in order to tie up a ship. Hawser used in 
this backbreaking task is called mooring line and gets its 
name from a combination of two terms used in the early 
days of sail. The Middle Dutch word "maren" meant "to tie," 
and the Middle English words "moren rap" meant "ship's 
rope." Through the years the terms merged and were Ameri-
canized, hence 
any line used to 
tie a ship to the 
pier is called 
"mooring line." 
   Nautical terms 
have such a his-
tory. Thought 
this one would 
interest the gang 
at LYSA. Speaking 
of which, we are 
entering a New Year. The year should be filled with adven-
ture, laughs, friendship, events, growth, racing and above all 
sailing. As Commodore, I am looking forward to a great year 
at LYSA. I am excited about my position as Commodore and 
a little nervous at the same time. Mike has run such a great 
ship over the past few years. As I have mentioned many 
times before he will be a hard act to follow. My goal for the 
2014 year will be to encourage more club participation. We 
have some great events at LYSA and a great deal of the 
members have been missing out on all of the fun. Please let 
me know if you have any thoughts as to how we can accom-
plish more participation. I have an open door policy. Please 
call me at (559)776-9467. 
   On another note, we have some LYSA sailors who will be 
sailing in the Oakland Yacht Club Winter Brunch series races 
in January, February and March 2014. The races will be held 
every other Sunday. Please join in on the fun if you are in the 
area to show your support of our local racers.  
 
Here's to an exciting year at LYSA! 

Commodore 

Suzanne Johnson 
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Past Commodore 

Mike Strealy 

   Happy New Year and I hope everyone had great holidays.  

As this is my first time as a board member I will follow the 

same rules I use for running a company.  I will learn by 

listening then react as needed.  I am honored to be on the 

board and look forward to another great year of sailing, 

racing and good times.  See you at the lake. 

Vice Commodore 

Peggy Lawler 

   I guarantee 2014 will be a great year for the Lake Yosemi-
te Sailing Association. With Suzanne, Peggy, Ian, Jerry, Lin-
da, Matt, Diane, and Ryan running things how could it not 
be?  They all have good ideas and lots of enthusiasm. Be 
sure and show your support this year by helping out wher-
ever necessary. 
   This is the final year of my three year term. As Past Com-
modore this year, my responsibilities are to serve as com-
mittee chairman for the two big events that we host; our 
Spring Regatta and the Open House/Shrimp Feed.  In the 
near future I will be putting together crews responsible for 
the various tasks needed for the events. I hope you all can 
help in some form to make the events this year even better 
than before. 
   As you may know, this year we do not have a Port Cap-
tain. I have volunteered to take the duties this year with the 
help of Diane Sousa. As I write this I am sure bills for slips 
are already in the mail for the 2014 season. Be sure and get 
yours in on time to make sure you retain your slip. Slip as-
signments (or moves) will take place immediately after the 
deadline for slip fee payment passes. When the time 
comes, if you are on the move or wait list and I contact you, 
please be prompt with your reply so that we can move 
through the process as quickly as possible.  
   There are no plans this year for any major dock renova-
tions, however we will be planning a few dock work days to 
do some minor repairs and the normal deck board replace-
ments. Look for work dates on the website and emails. 
   And finally, as usual, be sure and send me any photos or 
stories you may have for inclusion to the newsletter or the 
website.  
   Until next month . . . 

. . . From the Xmas Party 

 

Everyone enjoying the gift exchange 

Commodore Suzanne and Secretary Ian 
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Hello Everyone, 

 

   Thank you for electing Ryan and Myself to head up the 

social and cruising division of LYSA.  Our first social 

gathering will be the Frost bite Regatta on the 1st of January.  

Unfortunately there is a prediction of only 2 mph winds.  No 

worries about racing though, we are planning to have 

another Duck Race, as well as clam chowder. 

    Throughout the year we are planning on having all the 

traditional LYSA events, like the annual chili cook off.   When 

the weather warms up again we would like to have more 

potluck bbq’s.  As always movie night will be in the offering.   

   To help the Junior Sailing program, Thursday night dinners 

will also continue, with a variety of different meals planned.  

Please participate in these; there will be good food at a very 

reasonable price.  And it all goes to help teach kids to sail. 

   Trips are still in the planning stage.  I’d like to include a 

return to Don Pedro.  I know that there are quite a few club 

boats in Alameda so a few trips to join in the sailing on the 

bay would be a pleasure.  I saw Ed and Brian’s photos of last 

summer’s Delta Doo Dah and I’d like to give that a serious 

thought. The times Brigitte, the boys, and I did the Doo Dah 

it was a BLAST. 

   Another opportunity to visit other places can be found in 

the various races that club members participate in.  Anyone 

can go to these to either participate or just observe.  I know 

that Darrell goes to a lot of events at Lake Washington, in 

Sacramento, as well as other locations.  These are a lot of 

fun, and if anyone wants to try their hand at dingy racing I 

sure he can hook you up.  I tell you sailing on a Windmill is a 

blast.  Other people that travel to different events are Mike 

Strealy, Tim Harden, and many more.  Just ask them about 

it. 

Cruise/Social Capt. 

Matt Loeffler/Ryan Schwartz 

Race Captain 

Jerry Johnson 

Rubber duckie racing with Thom Grimaldi and Tim Harden 

is definitely a contact sport! 

   2014 promises to be a good year for LYSA racing. Along with 

the Spring Regatta and our All Summer Racing Series, we will 

again have some fun weekend and dinghy racing. There is also 

talk of a Tuesday night MacGregor race. We’ll see . We are 

also looking into adding some new and interesting race cours-

es. Contact me if you are interested in helping out this year 

with race committee. 
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House Captain 

Linda Sorensen 

Happy New Year Everyone! 
     As you know I'm your 2014 House Captain. I’ve never 
been a Captain before so what's better for me than Captain 
of the house and yard. 
     LYSA now has an on line registration form to fill out to 
reserve the house and yard for parties, weddings, reunions, 
etc. Please fill out this form so I can put your request on the 
LYSA Calendar. 
Please follow all the rules for the house, yard and garage. 
When your parties are over Clean Up!!! 
 
1. Clean 
 - Counter tops & sink 
 - Stove 
 - Refrigerator (if spills) 
 - Wash all pots, pans, utensils, etc. 
 - Bathroom 
 - Yard 
2. Bring your own paper products 
 - Plates 
 - Cups 
 - Napkins 
 - Silver ware 
 - Food & drinks. 
3. Please take home your leftover food, drinks and alcohol 
after your event. Do not leave in the club house refrigerator 
to spoil. 
 
     The club house & yard are for all LYSA members. The 
races and parties are for everyone to come out and enjoy. 
While you’re out there, help out where needed. So step up 
and help set up or take down after parties or meetings. Join 
in on the LYSA meetings, take an office, be on the board. 
Get involved, let’s keep this club going for years to come 
 
Looking forward to a great year! 
Linda Sorensen 

Secretary 

Ian Cooke 

Happy new year to you all! The next meeting will be January 

14th, 2014 at 7pm. It will be a potluck, so don't forget to 

bring some goodies!! See you at the lake! 

The minutes from the last meetings were not available for 

publication at this time. In future months I will have the 

minutes  available here in the newsletter. 

REDUCED PRICE! 

 14 FT. AMF ALCORT FORCE 5 - Complete  with two sails, 

Harken blocks, new lines, out-haul, Cunningham, boom 

vang, good dagger  board, rudder, and tell tail. Hull has 

seen some action. Hull damage where nose hits trail-

er  bumper. I’ll throw in a bottle of antioxidiser. New thwart 

seat, new splash caming and V cleats, new self bailer. Trailer: 

New bearings and new tires. Request pictures via email. 

Books out  with trailer about $500— OBO. Extra accesso-ries 

also available. All reasonable offers consid-ered. Contact T.C. “Terry” 

Malang at 559-297-1115 or  via email at 

tcnbabe@comcast.net  

Richard Golub 
Merced Area  

209-722-5341 

Mike Strealy 
Turlock Area  

209-667-9500 

Same Day 

Service 

Carpet - Upholstery - Rugs - RV - Stain Removal - Odor Control - Repairs 

Free Estimates 
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It was a lovely, sunny day out on the San Francisco Bay. 
Dodd and I were sailing Nauti-Time, Amy and Gary were 
sailing on their sailboat. Other than the waves giving us a bit 
of a ride, it was good sailing. We cruised along the city front, 
and toward Alcatraz. Once we had enough of rolling about, 
we decided to head back 
in. Dodd was enjoying the 
rocking of the boat, and 
once again, fell asleep. I 
was enjoying the peaceful 
silence, until CRACK! I 
thought my traveler had 
busted, but no. I checked 
the rigging, but couldn't 
see any reason for the 
loud noise. So I turned 
back around and began to 
sail, when I realized the 
waves were in control of 
the boat, not me. Know-
ing now, what the crack 
was, I didn't want to look. 
As I reluctantly peered 
over the stern, there it 
was in all its glory.. my 
rudder cracked in two. I woke Dodd and said “the rudder is 
broke!!” He went from asleep to full attention. He started 
our little 2hp motor (our 8hp was repaired, but, not tested 
yet, so we left it back at the marina). The motor was bounc-
ing up and down out of the water, due to the size of the 
waves. The rudder was still attached at the pintles, but fold-
ed at the middle, barely connected by splinters of wood, 
and flopping back and forth making steering difficult. I rolled 
up the furler, and lowered the main. We decided to leave 
the rudder connected, to give some stability to the boat, 
even though it made it more difficult to steer. Every time 
the rudder flip flopped, we went to the wind. I was so nerv-

ous that we would crash 
into one of the columns on 
the bridge, or get tossed 
into the rocks on Treasure 
Island. I decided to let out 
the roller furler a bit, and 
use it for power and steer-
ing. It helped, and gave me 
something to concentrate 
on, other than hitting the 
bridge. I was finally able to 
contact Amy to let her 
know what was going on, 
and to stay close. We got 
through the bridge, and 
now headed for the Oak-
land Harbor. I got a line 
ready for a tow, just in case 
we encountered a contain-
er ship, and were unable to 

maneuver the boat. Well, after 2 hours of sailing with a bro-
ken rudder, Dodd was able to hold it steady and steer with it 
and the motor, now that the water was calmer. Now we had 
time to figure out how we would get in to our slip. Maneu-
vering among boats in the marina would be very tricky. We 

followed Amy and Gary into the 
entrance to our slips, and low 
and behold, Amy hit ground and 
was stopped dead in the water 
in front of us. We got our boat 
turned around and flip flopped a 
bit, waiting for her to get free. 
Now, not only do we have steer-
ing issues, we have the fear of 
grounding too! We crossed di-
rectly over her path, but appar-
ently our fixed keel draws a 
shorter draft than her swing 
keel, because we didn't hit. I 
stood at the front of the boat, 
ready to jump off on either side, 
but it occurred to me if we hit 
the dock, I might be thrown into 
the water, and any of you that 
know me, know that's just NOT 

an option. So I went mid, and hung on to a side-stay. Dodd 
turned the boat in, bounced a bit off the dock, I had to jump 
off on the other side, but nevertheless docked Nauti-Time 
safely in her slip. This was a great learning experience for us. 
Every time we go through a mishap on our boat, we are 
more and more prepared. I hear about rudders breaking, 
but mine looked “just fine”. It never occurred to me that the 
repairs that were done on it before me, may have been less 
than satisfactory. After bringing the rudder onto the dock, it 
was apparent that wood rot was the culprit. The rudder 
interior was completely deteriorated. We are planning to do 
a complete check of everything on the boat. Rigging, 
through-hulls, sails, lines, and will be doing a check before 
every sail. We are also going to do some disaster planning, 
and have a backup plan for every mishap. Darrell Sorensen 
will be making us a new rudder out of wood encased in fi-
berglass. We are also pulling our boat out to inspect the 
keel, hull, and install some through-hull fittings. Sailing in 
the bay is such a great adventure, but boat preparedness is 
essential. I can't wait to get out there again! As always, my 
friends, see you on the water! 

Broken on the Bay 

Kathi Fournier 


