Newsletter of Lake Yosemite Sailing Association

February 2018

Sailing Outside
LYSA
Inside…
LYSA’s 2018 Board and
Annual Christmas Party

Kathi Fournier’s Fun Meter on
her new boat.
Tim showing off his First Place
award for the 2017 Interclub
Races

Photos Courtesy Deb Harden
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Lake Yosemite
Sailing Association
P.O. Box 3994
Merced, CA 95340

Club Officers
Commodore: Tom Cooke
(209) 769-4163
tcookeatty1@yahoo.com

Vice Commodore: Chris Cooper
(209) 233-5503
chris@elportaldining.com

Past Commodore: Brigitte Bowers-Loeffler
(209) 357-7049
brigittematt@comcast.net

Secretary: Chris Martin
(209) 384-8640
chrissybea@comcast.net

Treasurer: Diane Sousa
(209) 383-3955
dsousa@smithandstappcpas.com

Port Captain: Chris Currier
(209) 354-9009
ccurrier@ucmerced.edu

House Captain: Mike Bloed
Phone:
Email:

Cruise/Social Captain: Dan Farmer
(209) 564-6207
lakeyosemitesailingsocialcap@gmail.com

Racing Captain: Debbie Harden
(209) 383-2631
debra-harden@comcast.net

Submissions:
Deadline is the 22nd of each month
Submit with LYSA in the Subject Line
to Chris Martin:
chrissybea@comcast.net

Commodore
Tom Cooke

January’s meeting at Round Table Pizza was well
attended. Our Board accepted the proposed
budget for this year. Our new Dock Captain, Chris
Courier, indicated that our docks need some maintenance and he will be scheduling work days to
make repairs. Dock Captain Chris Courier also suggested a way to reduce the effects of the waves
generated by the lake’s speed boats.
Our Regatta, which will be held on May 19th and
20th, and Open House which is held in June are in
the planning stages and Brigitte will need club
members to step up and help out. Chris Cooper,
our new Vice Commodore, said that he has software which is helpful in planning those events. If
you are interested please contact Brigitte to help.
Our new House Captain, Mike Bloed, said that the
clubhouse will be stocked and ready to go when
the sailing season begins. Our racing season is
slated to begin on Thursday, May 10th, and ends
on Thursday, September 6th.
Our next meeting is set for February 13th at the
Pizza Factory in the Rite Aid Plaza in the old La Hacienda Restaurant building. We will be emailing
the meeting site to our club members, so please
check any emails you receive from LYSA. The
meeting starts at 6 PM for dinner and shortly
thereafter the general meeting followed by the
board meeting. Although our website says the
general meeting starts at 7 PM we are going to get
going it started at 6:30 if possible and hopefully
start the Board meeting as close to 7PM as we
can. So please come early for dinner and we will
try to take care of business in the most expeditious way.
As we get ready for the 2018 Sailing Season please
make plans to get out to the club as much as possible and enjoy the best place to hang out in
Merced. See you out there.
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Captain Schulz saw sheer rock wall ahead and span
the ship around as quickly as he could, narrowly
missing the wall. The Captain went to give the lookout a talking to where he learned that the lookout
had lost his glasses, but nevertheless, was sent to
watch by the bosun.

Vice Commodore
Chris Cooper

I would like to give a brief introduction of myself. I
started sailing in 2009 when George Deane bought a
boat and put my newborn son as a co-owner. I had
no idea how much I would enjoy it. I spent a few seasons out sailing and swimming while I was a student
at UC Merced. After graduation I spent a few seasons
sailing every local regatta and Thursday beer can
race that I could get to after work. After years of
membership I look forward to working with the new
board and watching the club grow.

After avoiding this disaster they then encountered a
spell of no wind while being pushed dangerously
close to a vast shoal of
rocks. They spent a day
and night drifting toward the rocks only to
get a small breeze that
would never bring them
far enough away from
the rocks for comfort.

***
I had the great pleasure of knowing my great grandfather, Chester R Ferguson. He always had the best
stories of his time in the Merchant Marines where he
was a wireless radio operator. I was young and I only
remember the story of when he fell out of the crow’s
nest, landed on his feet, and shattered both of his
legs. This story stood out and all others fell by the
wayside in my memory, however, I recently read an
article he wrote for “The Sparks Journal: Bristol Bay
edition.”

The voyage finished
back in San Francisco
on a sunny Sunday. My
grandfather was experiencing a bad case of
channel fever. He could
see the cars driving on
the streets when the
wind died again. Later
in the day a tug boat
came out to bring them
to shore. At this point the wind picked up to the
point that they could have made it back quicker
without the tug boat. Regardless of all of the difficulties involved he was happy to have taken that voyage.

It was 1925 and Chester signed on to a 3 mast bark,
Star of England, bound for the Bering Sea from San
Francisco. It was nearing the end of the times that
sailing ships were still used for commerce and he did
not want to miss out. This story is a testament to the
workings of Murphy’s Law.
The voyage began with wind so heavy that their starboard rail was almost submerged while sailing only
on their flying jib. During this storm he picked up on
his radio that a ship that left before them, the Star of
Peru, was dismasted during the storm. After five
days of running before it, they realized they were
way off their charts, a thousand miles off the coast
of Mexico, and needed to find their way back.

Membership Meeting
Join us in February!
Merced’s Pizza Factory
3146 G St Suite 147

The ship reached Bristol Bay without further incident. While they were there, Chester felt wind
strong enough to drag the ship against the tide, even
with two anchors out. They left after the wind died
and their business was finished.

Tuesday, February 13th
6:00 pm Dinner / Social
6:30 pm Membership Meeting
Board Meeting to follow

When they were in the Unimak Pass it was foggy.
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Upcoming Events

Port Captain
February, 2018
13
General / Board Meeting
18
Oakland Yacht Club Sunday Brunch Series

Chris Currier
Hello fellow member sailors and land lovers,
I look forward to another great season on the water,
and working with the members and board as your
port captain. If you have any suggestions, comments,
or questions please email me at; lysaportcaptain@gmail.com.
We have planned a dual work / social day March
17th, as for the work part of the day, lets get started
at 9am. I’ll make the coffee and bring donuts, you
bring hammers and cordless drills (screw tips will be
supplied). We are going to replace all the bad nails
and screws on the docks with galvanized screws, and
repair bumpers. The work will be light like the winds
were last summer. See you on the water!

March, 2018
17
Dock work day / St. Patrick’s Day at the Lake—
Dinner at 6 pm
4, 18, 25 Oakland Yacht Club Sunday Brunch Series
April, 2018
6th Annual Chili Fest. Bring your best Chili - 6 pm
Strictly Sail Pacific, Richmond
Livingston Kite Festival—8:30 to 4:30
14-15 Camellia Cup Regatta
May, 2018
5
LYSA Opening Day
10
LYSA Thursday Night Summer Series Begins
19-20 LYSA Spring Regatta
June, 2018
Gold Country Regatta
Delta Doo Dah
23
Open House/Shrimp Feed
Sunday Brunch at the Clubhouse

Cruise/Social Capt.
Dan Farmer

July, 2018
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Independence Day Potluck Lunch BBQ & Fun Sail
High Sierra Regatta, small boat, Huntington Lake
High Sierra Regatta, large boat, Huntington Lake
Special Needs Sailing Day
Sunday Brunch at the Clubhouse

Matt Loeffler has diligently served the past four
years as our Cruise/Social Captain, and now relinquishes the helm going into 2018. Thank you Matt
for your contribution to a fun filled organization of
sailing mates. Please acknowledge your appreciation
of Matt and all past Captains, the next time you have
an opportunity to do so.
Unlike a majority of associations, where a small margin of members do a lion's share of the tasks, I see
our organizations participation much stronger. This
was one of the deciding factors I considered in serving. I’m enthusiastic about the coming sailing season
and happenings. With that said, our first club event
being our St. Patrick’s Day dinner happening the 17th
of March. Moving into April, the 7th annual Chili Simmer the afternoon of April 14th. Note the dates in
your calendars and set your reminders to have a fun
time catching up with friends and supporting your
association.
I’m going to thank you all ahead of time, knowing
you will participate in another fun filled season at
our Lake Yosemite Sailing Associations gathering
place.

August, 2018
Pinecrest small boat trip
Sunday Brunch at the Clubhouse
“Cocktail and Sail” 6 to 8 pm, bring a guest
September, 2018
Jack & Jill Race
“Cocktail and Sail” 6 to 8 pm, bring a guest
October, 2018
Fleet Week SF Bay
End of Year Party / Election / Dinner / Awards
November, 2018
December, 2018
8 or 15 Christmas Party
January, 2019
1
Frostbite Regatta
Dates are To Be Determined. Subject to change.
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OAKLAND YACHT CLUB SUNDAY BRUNCH SERIES
Remaining Dates: Feb 18, Mar 4, Mar 18, Mar 25
Join us for Sunday Brunch and a race on
the Alameda Riviera at the Oakland Yacht
Club.

starts. Separate start for non-spinnaker
boats. PHRF time-on-distance handicaps
will be used. All monohull yachts must
have a NCPHRF Certificate. Multihull
yachts must have a BAMA rating certificate. The certificate is to be for the current year or 1 year prior. One single race
(SR) entry per boat, per series, will be accepted without the PHRF Certificate.

INTERESTING AND CHALLENGING
COURSES, (not just windward / leeward),
BEAUTIFUL PROTECTED WEATHER!
0900 to 1300 - Come to the clubhouse
galley and enjoy a fine Sunday brunch.
You can tie your boat up at our guest dock #2.

Sailing Instructions and course sheet will be available on jibeset,
and at OYC front desk no later than January 2, 2018. Preliminary
fleet assignments will be available by 1200 hours on January 6,
2018. Late entrants will be assigned to fleets for best fit with
existing divisions. However, if late entries create a one-design
fleet, the race committee will make every effort to establish a
one-design start.

1255 - First gun. After the Race - Results, Prizes, Drinks, Food.
The start/finish line will be off OYC docks 5 and 6. Courses will
round buoys between Jack London Square and Coast Guard
Island.
Cost: Only $90 for the whole series, or $20.00 for each single
race. To register online go to: https://www.jibeset.net/
OYC000.php?RG=T007856546

For additional information call Debby Ratto @ 510-390-1620 or
e-mail: oycracecom@gmail.com

One design fleets of four or more entries may have separate

Race Captain

Sailor’s Calendar: February

Debbie Harden
Check your sails. Clean & repair as needed.
If you need a new sail, order it now as
the lead time is usually 7-8 weeks.
Schedule your sailing calendar. (Regatta,
Thursday Nights, Jack & Jill, etc.) Check
the Latitude 38 Schedule for more opportunities.

Happy New Year! I am happy to serve another year as the LYSA Race Captain. Please
reach out to me with any thoughts or ideas
for racing at Lake Yosemite.
While it is only January and our lake is rather
low and desolate, the time is right to turn
your mind to the new year of racing. Start
contemplating what you will be doing when the
Lake Yosemite sailing season is upon us.
1. Will you be putting your boat in the water
and accepting the challenge of some fun competition? Start making a list of what needs
to be done to get the boat ready.2. No boat...
(Continued on page 6)
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Will you be putting your name out there as
someone willing to commit to crewing? Some
captains don't sail because they have a prob-

Beer can racing (our Thursday night racing) is
a great venue for sailors and wanna-be-sailors
to learn racing skills, try out new crew, bring
out the family, socialize, and have fun. We
encourage participation in all levels. Don't let

lem getting crew. Most of them are willing to
teach newbies, if the newbie is willing to show
up every week! I will put your name on a crew
list and try to match available crew to cap-

lack of experience keep you off the water.
One of the great things about sailing is that
no matter what your level of experience is,
there are always people around the docks &

tains.

club who also love to be on the water and are
happy to share their experiences with you.

(Racing, Continued from page 5)

3. Not interested in being on a boat, but willing to serve on the Race Committee. Let me
know! It takes a team to make the race successful.

Looking forward to serving as Race Captain
another year and to seeing all of you at our
Thursday night races.

The 2018 Lake Yosemite Sailing Association
Board of Directors
(Left to Right)

Past Commodore: Brigitte Bowers-Loeffler, Race Captain: Deb Harden, Commodore: Tom Cook,
Secretary: Chris Martin, Vice Commodore: Chris Cooper, Treasurer: Diane Sousa, Dock Captain: Chris Currier,
Cruising and Social Captain: Dan Farmer. House Captain: Mike Bloed (not pictured)
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Our LYSA Christmas Party was enjoyed by all.
Members enjoyed a delicious dinner, participated in a gift exchange, and voted on their favorite ugly Christmas sweater.
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served LYSA as a Sail Camp counselor. We will hold the
Christmas party on either December 8 or 15.
Junior Sailing, Matt Loeffler: Not present.
Commodore, Tom Cooke: Requested that Club members
consider joining a committee to assist with either the Regatta or the Open House / Shrimp Feed.
Regatta Discussion: Rachel asked to avoid having the Regatta on the same weekend as UCM’s commencement.
Graduation is May 12, Mother’s Day is May 13, The Regatta will be the following weekend, May 19-20. Jay will
send an email to Racers reminding them to save the date.
Open House discussion: To be held the weekend after
Father’s Day, on June 23.
New Business: None.
Old Business: Darrell – El Toro Nationals will be held in
either May or June, 2020.
Good of the order: Lee Anderson continues to improve.
Jay shared race publication, asked a Member to take
them to the Clubhouse.

Secretary
Chris Martin
All members are invited to submit photos or stories
for publication.
***
***
***
Due to a lack of quorum, the November Membership
and Board Meeting was not held.
LYSA Membership Meeting Call to Order: A meeting of
the LYSA Membership was held on January 16, 2018 at
Round Table Pizza on Olive Avenue in Merced. The meeting convened at 6:50 pm, Commodore Tom Cooke presiding.
Reports - Actions - Discussions: Commodore, Tom Cooke:
Tom welcomed members to the meeting. Invited Board /
Committee Members to report.
Treasurer, Diane Sousa: The Treasurer’s Report was
shared. At adjournment, Membership dues invoices were
given to Members.
Approval of Minutes: Minutes read by Chris Martin.
Notes from the November 21st meeting were shared.
There was no quorum, the vote on the budget was tabled.
Discussed template with fields to complete when scheduling events on the calendar on the LYSA website. Motion:
Moved by Debbie to approve minutes, second by Jay. Motion carried.
Vice Commodore, Chris Cooper: No report.
Past Commodore, Brigitte Bowers-Loeffler: Not present.
House Captain, Mike Bloed: Mike will be taking care of
Clubhouse related items. He will be taking care of our recycling.
Dock Captain, Chris Currier: Discussed proposed improvements to the docks: replace nails with 18-penny screws,
seal docks, replace bumpers / fire hoses (contact City
Fire), evaluate maintenance for support/pilings. Some
maintenance could be completed on a Club “work day.”
Tom asked Chris Currier to set a date, continue working
with Richard Kleitman. Question: Ask the County to push
dirt away from the docks.
Concern: heavy wake made by power boats and changing
lake levels have caused damage to boats. Chris Currier’s
recommendation: there are three existing pilings. Add
two more, then a row behind it to break up the energy.
Race Captain: Debbie Harden: Shared Oakland Yacht Club
sailing information.
Cruise / Social Committee, Dan Farmer: Dan introduced
himself and explained that his daughter Bridget Farmer
has participated in the Junior Sailing program and has

Adjournment: The next LYSA General Membership
meeting will be held Tuesday, February 13, 2018, at the
Pizza Factory on Olive and G, Dinner at 6, General Meeting at 6:30, Board Meeting to follow. Motion: Moved by
Deb Harden, seconded by George Deane. Motion carried.
Membership meeting was adjourned at 7:19.
_______________________________________________
LYSA Board Meeting Call to Order: A regular meeting of
the LYSA Board was held on January 16, 2018 at Round
Table Pizza on Olive Avenue in Merced. The meeting convened at 7:30 pm, Commodore Tom Cooke presiding.
Members in attendance: Members of the Board in attendance: Commodore: Tom Cooke, Vice-Commodore: Chris
Cooper, Secretary: Chris Martin, Treasurer: Diane Sousa,
Port Captain: Chris Currier, House Captain: Mike Bloed,
Cruise / Social Captain: Dan Farmer, Race Captain: Deb
Harden.
Not present: Past Commodore: Brigitte Bowers-Loeffler.
New Members: None.
Commodore, Tom Cooke: Invited Diane to share the proposed budget. Discussion: Dan Farmer – 2017 Fish &
Game Building deposit is rolling over to 2018. Tom Cooke
– discussion: increase the cost of dry sailing / summer
storage. (Tabled to future meeting). Motion: Moved by
Mike Bloed to approve the Budget, seconded by Chris
Currier. Motion carried.
Discussion: Regatta and Open House – Jay had collected
information on putting together these events. Book left at
the Clubhouse, Diane will scan the book before it’s
handed off. Brigitte should form committees to begin
work on these items. Clarification: Regatta and Open
(Continued on page 9)
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House are special events. The House Captain has a separate budget for Clubhouse needs.
Logistics: Expenses will only be reimbursed with receipts.
Email etiquette: Blind Copy (BCC) emails. Sign emails that
are sent to Membership. When promoting an event, put
the date in the subject line.
House Captain: Takes care of the Calendar. Darrell Sorensen can help with questions.
Newsletter suggestion: Every person has been saying the
same thing about the same events in past Newsletters. It
was suggested to talk about your Board position and how
it may relate to events. Dates were calendared, to be
added to the Newsletter.
New Business: None.
Old Business: Mice are an issue in the Clubhouse.
Good of the Order: None

FREE TO A GOOD HOME

The Rag Doll owned and sailed by John Derby, is
looking for a good home. It sailed Lake Yosemite as
the "Ghost Ship" for several years before it was hit in
the bow by a jet ski. With the $2,500 from the insurance the bow was repaired and new ribs were installed in the hull made of Black African Mahogany.
She is a solid boat but needs additional repairs.
Hallberg 1959, made in Sweden. 25ft at the water
line and 28 feet of deck.

Adjournment: The next LYSA Board meeting will be held
Tuesday, February 13, 2018, at the Pizza Factory on Olive
and G. Motion: Moved by Diane Sousa, seconded by Mike
Bloed. Motion carried. Board meeting was adjourned at
8:00.

captjohn32@gmail.com

LASER dingy, excellent condition, all class legal upgrades, original sail, good practice (won it's last race)
sail, new class legal radial sail, Kittyhawk stainless
steel super light dolly/trailer. $2500 Steve Leonard
209 722 8554

Support our Advertisers

Attorney Services of Merced
Edward A. Dietz
209.383.3233 Office@82LSN.com
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