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 Newsletter of Lake Yosemite Sailing Association                        April 2018 

Photo Courtesy Deb Harden 

Sailing Outside 

of LYSA 

Photo Courtesy Mike Strealy 

OYC Sunday Brunch final weekend. Team Hard N Fast finished first today and first for the series.  Above: Tim Harden, Mike Strealy, 
Dave Aleman, Chris Courrier.  Below: Jacob Harden and Mike Strealy. 
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Lake Yosemite 

Sailing Association 
P.O. Box 3994 

Merced, CA 95340 
 

 

Club Officers 
 

Commodore: Tom Cooke 
(209) 769-4163  

tcookeatty1@yahoo.com 
 

Vice Commodore: Chris Cooper 
(209) 233-5503  

chris@elportaldining.com 
 

Past Commodore: Brigitte Bowers-Loeffler 

(209) 357-7049 
brigittematt@comcast.net 

 

Secretary: Chris Martin 
(209) 384-8640 

chrissybea@comcast.net 
 

Treasurer: Diane Sousa 
(209) 383-3955 

dsousa@smithandstappcpas.com 
 

Port Captain: Chris Currier 

(209) 354-9009 
lysaportcaptain@gmail.com 

 

House Captain: Mike Bloed 
Phone:  
Email:  

 

Cruise/Social Captain: Dan Farmer 
(209) 564-6207 

lakeyosemitesailingsocialcap@gmail.com 
 

Racing Captain: Debbie Harden 
(209) 383-2631 

debra-harden@comcast.net 
 
 

Submissions: 
Deadline is the 22nd of each month 

Submit with LYSA in the Subject Line 
to Chris Martin: 

chrissybea@comcast.net 

It’s been a wet March with the Pineapple Express 
coming in on the first day of spring and now April 
is here.   For those who have not started to prep 
your boats for the year, now is the time for it.   Al-
though Cinco de Mayo is our opening day, you can 
launch in late April if the water is up.  Please check 
with our dock captain if you are putting your boat 
in before opening day. 
Our regatta is set for May 19 and 20.  This annual 
event needs and deserves our help and participa-
tion to succeed.  Racers who travel to Lake Yosem-
ite really enjoy our venue.  So make plans to help 
out and volunteer with our Regatta and keep our 
reputation as a great place to race intact.  It would 
also be nice if we had more of our local sailors rac-
ing this year.   
Whether the water is up or not the lake is a great 
place to hang out in April.  
 
I’ll see you at the Lake. 

Commodore 

Tom Cooke 

Treasurer 

Diane Sousa 

Hi everyone, hope 2018 is treating you well.  
Club dues and slip fee invoices have been sent out. If you 
haven’t received your invoices for the 2018 club dues and 
slip fees let me know.  Please mail your payment to LYSA, 
P O Box 3994, Merced CA  95344.  
Make sure that you complete the contact info on the in-
voice if there has been any changes to your address, 
phone numbers and email. This will help us keep you 
aware of any upcoming events or water levels on the 
docks.  
If you are not renewing your membership or slip fee, 
please return the invoices with a note and your keys.  
 
See you at the lake. 
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Membership Meeting 

Join us in April! 
 

LYSA Clubhouse 

 

Tuesday, April 10th 

6:00 pm Dinner / Social 

7:00 pm Membership Meeting 

Board Meeting to follow 

While writing on this rainy day, the first day of 

spring, I contemplate you reading my words early in 

April with blue skies above and a smile on your 

face.  That smile emanating from the thought of a 

fresh snowpack and water flowing down their tribu-

taries.  What 

joy we have 

knowing 

Mother Na-

ture has again 

provided the 

buoyancy our 

vessels thirst 

for, and hold 

true so the 

westerly 

winds can fill 

her sails.  I 

don’t know 

about you, 

but I’m eager 

to get on the 

water, can 

you tell? 

If you missed 

our St. Pat-

rick’s Day 

Corn Beef & Cabbage, that’s OK, we had a good time 

without you, but probably would have had more fun 

with you too!  We cooked for thirty and had about a 

pound of beef left, which was packed up along with 

potatoes, cabbage, and carrots to share with a few of 

our underprivileged homeless.  It always better to 

give than receive, and even better to put a smile on 

someone’s face. 

April 14th, we can count on LYSA’s 7th Annual Chile 

fest.  So whip out that coveted recipe and try out 

your culinary handy work. You bring the chili and I’ll 

bake the cornbread.  Let’s meet around 3pm on Sat-

urday. 

May 5th will be LYSA’s Opening Day!  Let’s starter off 

with a 2pm HEAT r MEAT n GREET.  Bring your own 

steak or yard bird, whatever you prefer - bread, 

salad, and dessert will already there - $2 

I would like to thank everyone who came out for the 
work day, especially Rich and the Sea Scouts, who did 
all the heavy work. It turned out to be a beautiful day, 
and Dan prepared an amazing traditional St. Patrick’s 
Day feast, to cap it off. There was some food left over, 

so I took it to a downtown park and fed the homeless, they were very thankful. We tried to shore up a couple 
broken pilings on the dock but the lake came up early this year, so we did what we could. We were able to 
shore up some of the dock fingers that were really bad. We need to have a pro-active repair plan in place for 
next fall when the lake goes down.   
When Diane gives me the updated paid slip roster I can work with people who want to move to a different 
slip, there are a lot of slips to pick from. There is no current waiting list so please email me if you want to 
move, 1st come 1st served. 
See you on the water! 

Port Captain 

Chris Currier 

 Cruise/Social Capt. 

Dan Farmer 
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Race Captain 

Debbie Harden 

 
As Race Captain, I am very concerned about safety.  So far we have not had a problem on the 

lake and I would like to keep it that way.   I am looking for a few (2-3) reliable people to serve on 

the Race Committee boat.  It is a BIG commitment, but one that is seriously needed.  If you vol-

unteer, you will be on the RC boat from the start of the races until the end of the races, probably 

about two hours.  

 My thinking is  

1. You will help watch the start line. 

 2. You will provide safety & support.   

3. You will take wind readings.  

4. You will be available to shorten courses if needed because of lack of wind.  

5.  You will follow the last boat around & pick up the marks. 

If this is something you would like to do as a part of the RC this season/half the season, let's talk. 

debra-harden@comcast.net     RC boat training is available.   

I can feel the excitement in the air!   Having been 

at the lake several times this month, seeing the 

water rise and the gorgeous sunsets, I just know 

that LYSA members are ready to be back at the 

lake. 

Steve Leonard took care of the yearly mainte-

nance on the committee boat again this year.  

No trip to the shop was required.  Thank you, 

Steve! 

As I was reading over last year’s article, I re-

alized that I held a Racer’s Clinic before our 

racing actually started.  So there will be a 

Racer Information Night at the Club House 

on Opening Day. There will be several areas 

addressed such as courses, start sequence, 

rules, fleets & more. There is already a social 

planned for that day/evening, so if you have 

any interest in racing this year, need a re-

view of racing, or want to help on the race 

committee and need a refresher, please 

show up May 5th @ 4:00 p.m. 

 

Coming Soon!   Opening Day (May 5th) 

First night of Thursday Night racing (May 10th) 

Need crew: let me know.   Available to crew: let me know.  I will try to match you up.  

debra-harden@comcast.net 
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Upcoming Events 
 
April, 2018 
8 Livingston Kite Festival—9 to 4 
14 7th Annual Chili Fest.  Bring your best Chili  - 3 pm 
 Strictly Sail Pacific, Richmond 
14-15 Camellia Cup Regatta  
 
May, 2018 
5 LYSA Opening Day 
5 Heat r Meat n Greet – 2pm  
10 LYSA Thursday Night Summer Series Begins 
19-20 LYSA Spring Regatta 
 
June, 2018 
 Gold Country Regatta 
  Delta Doo Dah 
23  Open House/Shrimp Feed 
 Sunday Brunch at the Clubhouse 
 
July, 2018 
4 Independence Day Potluck Lunch BBQ & Fun Sail 
 High Sierra Regatta, small boat, Huntington Lake 
 High Sierra Regatta, large boat, Huntington Lake 
21 Special Needs Sailing Day 3—7 pm 
 Sunday Brunch at the Clubhouse 
 
August, 2018 
 Pinecrest small boat trip 
 Sunday Brunch at the Clubhouse 
 “Cocktail and Sail” 6 to 8 pm, bring a guest 

September, 2018 
 Jack & Jill Race 
 “Cocktail and Sail” 6 to 8 pm, bring a guest 

October, 2018  
 Fleet Week SF Bay 
 End of Year Party / Election / Dinner / Awards 
 
November, 2018  
 
December, 2018 
15 Christmas Party 
 
January, 2019 
1 Frostbite Regatta 
 
February, 2019 
 General / Board Meeting 
 Oakland Yacht Club Sunday Brunch Series 
 
March, 2019 
17 Dock work day / St. Patrick’s Day at the Lake—
 Dinner at 6 pm 
4, 18, 25   Oakland Yacht Club Sunday Brunch Series 
 

 
Dates are To Be Determined. Subject to change. 

Sailor’s Calendar: April 

Wax & buff the hull above the waterline. 

Clean heavily stained areas near the wa-

terline. 

Line up your crew for races or sign up as 

a captain needing crew. 

Update your calendar to include Opening 

Day at LYSA May 5th, Thursday Night 

Races starting May 10th and the LYSA 

Regatta on May 19th & 20th. 

 

Secretary 

Chris Martin 

I did not attend the March LYSA meeting. Many 
thanks to Deb Harden for stepping up and taking 
minutes in my absence. 
 
March 13, 2018   LYSA General & Board Meeting 
Called to order at 7:00 pm by Bridget.  Tom Cooke 
not attending. 
Motion made to dispense with reading of the min-
utes of the last meeting since the Secretary is not 
present.  Linda, Matt, passed 
 
Reports: 
Vice Com Chris Cooper- encouraged everyone to 
complete the survey.  Link is in the newsletter. 



6 

Dock  Captain Chris Currier- work party on calendar 
for Saturday, March 17 at 9 am 
 Chris also gave a report on the condition of 
the docks below the water.  There are three pilings 
that need to be replaced.  The work was not able to 
be completed because the water level rose quickly. 
The weak areas have been braced but not repaired.  
There is a contingency plan for failure of the braces. 
Chris is going to get bids on the job and will be proac-
tive in getting it done at the end of this season. 
 He also had made a suggestion that several 
knowledgeable club members form a committee to 
put together a 3 or 5 year plan for dock repair/
maintenance. 
 
Treasurer Diane Sousa - feeling much better.  The 
Regatta binder has been found and a back up disc 
made. 
 
Social Captain Dan Farmer - Event scheduled for Sat-
urday 1 pm St Patrick’s Day corn beef & cabbage. $5 
per person.  He was encouraged to send out several 
reminders, maybe on FaceBook too.   Dan has up-
dated the calendar including Sunday brunches start-
ing in June.   He also brought up the Sea Scouts and 
their involvement with the club.  They will be helping 
on the dock work & want to participate in any events 
they can.  The club needs to remember to include 
them when we can.  Bridget suggested that the 
Scouts take on the first Sunday brunch. 
 
Race Captain Debbie Harden - On the calendar we 
have Opening Weekend May 5th.  Traditionally Thurs-
day night races start the following Thursday which is 
May 10th.  She encourages everyone to sail either 
their own boat or crew on someone else’s.  Entry 
forms & course maps will be available by May 5th. 
Regatta racing is May 19 & 20.  This is also on the cal-
endar & Bridget will talk more about it.  On the web-
site Mike Strealy has posted the Notice of Race, Entry 
Forms & Fees.  Sailing Instructions & course map for 
the Regatta will be posted before the first race. 
 
Past Commodore Bridget - Very impressed with the 
energy & ideas from the new Board members. 
Regatta is  being worked on.  Darrell will be making 
the trophies.  The camping permit has been submit-
ted, not yet approved.  T-shirts are being designed by 

the company making them with Bridget’s approval.  
She will order the same numbers as last year, unless 
pre-entries show a different number required.  Re-
minders are going out.  She has sought approval on 
Fresno, Folsum & Gold Country Facebook pages so 
she can put reminders there, too. 
Volunteers are still needed.    Lunch prep: Linda & 
Diane (after registration)  Jay, Diane & Dan Farmer 
plan on being at the Club starting Friday to welcome 
guests coming in.   Ron Stapp & Al will do the cooking 
Saturday night again.  Thank you! Chicken, tri tip, 
beans, salad, bread. Goody bags will be put together 
Friday.  If anyone has donations for those please talk 
to Bridget. 
Set up crew needed:   Sea Scouts? 
Race Committee needs some bodies… Jay will be on 
the committee boat. Need another.  Dan Farmer will 
volunteer.  Matt may be needed to set marks. 
Open House June 28th  Bridget is exploring a new 
band for the event. 
 
Jr. Sail Captain Matt:  Matt has surveyed the counsel-
ors to get their opinions on the types of boats.  Li-
do14s will be retired as they become unusable.  The 
Jr. Sail will be going forward towards purchasing CFJs 
instead (as they become available at good prices).  
Not as many kids fit in these but they are better han-
dling.  Jerry & Darrell are to be thanked for their 
work towards searching out the new boats. 
 
Old Business 
New Member  George Ship from Mariposa was dis-
cussed.  He is now a 6 month probationary member.  
Chris Cooper will be contacting him.  Side note:  Chris 
Currier has the keys to the docks, house. 
 
Discussion about the calendar and how the forms for 
club reservations are handled.  Debbie will talk to 
Mike and have those forms go to Darrell as well as 
the House Captain. 
 
Good of the Order 
Debbie shared   about Steve Leonard’s health issues.  
She read the two emails that she had received from 
Rachel.  Debbie will check with Rachel to see about 
organizing drivers. Sierra will send wishes. 
Dan Farmer praised the website for being up to date 
& informative. 
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Attorney Services of Merced 

Edward A. Dietz 

209.383.3233 Office@82LSN.com 

Local Counties: Merced - Madera - Stanislaus - San Joaquin - 

Mariposa 

833 W. 22nd Street, Merced - 

LASER dingy, excellent condition, all class legal up-

grades, original sail, good practice (won it's last race) 

sail, new class legal radial sail, Kittyhawk stainless 

steel super light dolly/trailer. $2500 Steve Leonard 

209 722 8554  

  

Support our Advertisers 

FREE TO A GOOD HOME 

 

The Rag Doll owned and sailed by John Derby, is 

looking for a good home. It sailed Lake Yosemite as 

the "Ghost Ship" for several years before it was hit in 

the bow by a jet ski. With the $2,500 from the insur-

ance the bow was repaired and new ribs were in-

stalled in the hull made of Black African Mahogany. 

She is a solid boat but needs additional repairs.  

 

Hallberg 1959, made in Sweden. 25ft at the water 

line and 28 feet of deck.  

 

captjohn32@gmail.com 

New Business 
Proposal for discussion:   Changing the focus of the 
club from just sailing to include kayaking & SUPs.  
Could increase membership & raise even more 
money by building racks on the back row of docks for 
storing these items.    
Name change suggestion Lake Yosemite Sailing & 
Water Sports Association.   Some discussion because 
that could mean power boats & it was generally 
agreed that would not be in the Clubs best interest.  
Discussion postponed until next meeting. 
Jay motioned for adjournment.  Linda & Chris Currier 
seconded.  All agree. 

 
One ship sails east, 
And another west, 
by the self-same winds that blow.  
For it's the set of the sails, 
and not the gales, that tells the way we go.  


